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returned. I have a letter from the Commissioner || tion; which was considered by unanimous con- | 1846, was read a second time, and considered as 
of the General Land Office, which I ask may be || sent, and agreed to: in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
read; and then I appeal to the Senate for the Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- || amend the eighth section of the act of July 30, 

consideration and passage of this joint resolution. structed to inquire into the propriety of making an appro- | 1846, so as to read: 
The Secretary read the following letter: "|| paton for ve construct of a buithing at Taltahassees | se. & oud be it further enacted, That it shall be law 
Generat Lanp Orrice, January 13, 1857. | ful for the owner, consignee, or agent of imports whieh 


of the courts of the United States and vther public offices ; 
gir: In reply to your oral inquiry respecting the ori- || of the United States. have been actually purchased, or procured otherwise than 
by purchase, on eniry of the same, to make such addition 


is in cases adjudicated by the B Cc is- 
ginal deeds J 7 ae eek eae SURVEYOR GENERAL AT DUBUQUE. in the entry to the cost or value given in the invoice as, in 


sae oo Senne a an I nion, may raise the same to the true market value 
which deeds were returned to this office with the report of | Q ie ° .s is opinion, = 
the said board, I have the honor to state that [ see no objec- Mr. TOOM BS submitte d the follow a 
tion to their being returned to Vincennes, provided it is so lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
ordered by a resolution of wt a || sent, and agreed to: 
With great respect, your obedient servant, en Ph Nath Nei nit ah sie ae, 
THOMAS A. HENDRICKS, Commissioner. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be instruct- 


ed tg inform the Senate whether, in his opinion, the public 
Hon. SairH MILLER, House of Representatives. convenience would be subserved by transferring the sur- 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, || Veyor general’s office at Dubuque to some point higher 
as in Committee o the Whole, tu consider the || UP on the Mississippi river, and more central in the unsur- 
- : : ‘ : veyed portions of the district. 
joint resolution, which directs that in all cases : 
where deeds and evidences of title have been || PROFESSOR ESPY S REPORT. 
transmitted to the Commissioner of the General || Mr. TOOMBS submitted the following resolu- 
Land Office under the act ‘* to ascertain and ad- || tion; which was referred to the Committee on | 
just the titles to certain lands in the State of In- || Printing: 

° 9” ~ S 
diana, approved July 27, 1854, such deeds and Resolved, That three thousand additional copies of Pro- || 
evidences of titles, in all cases where there has || fessor Espy’s fourth meteorological report be printed for 
been any action on the same, whether confirmed || the use of the Senate. 

: — 
or rejected by the board of commissioners con- | REBECCA BURDSALL. 


ituted under that act, shall b t ; 
OS STER Dek alg nee ae Seteenes hy the || Mr. BIGLER submitted the following resolu- 


commissioner to the original claimants. i : ; 
The joint resolution was considered as in Com- | tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 


mittee of the Whole, reported to the Senate || Set, and agreed to: 

without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for Resolved, That the Court of Claims be requested to return 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed to the Senate the papers in the case of Rebecca Burdsall, 
’ . 


widow of Ira Burdsall, against the United States. 
CLINTON GUARDS OF MICHIGAN. 


Mr. CASS. I desi Mr. Presid k INTEROCEANIC CANAL. 
r. ; esire, Mr. President, to as | . 
: . SL 2 wing res- 
the Senate to take up the bill (H. R. No. 240) for Mr. BRODHEAD submitted the following re 
: . . olution for consideration: 

the relief of the officers and privates of the Clin- , c Lie be di a|| 

Guards. of the county of Macomb. in the Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce ye directed || 
ton ruards, ¢ u ’ to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Secretary | 
State of Michigan. A bill for that purpose passed || of War and of the Navy, under direction of the President 
the Senate, and went to the House of Represent- of the United States, to employ such officers of the Army || 
atives. The House have, however, passed a bill | and Navy as they may think proper, to make such explora- 


th kind. of th b h tion and verification of several surveys already made for 
of the same Kind, of the same purport, but rather || 4 ship canal near the Isthmus of Darien, to connect the 


more particular in its details. I ask the Senate || waters of the Pacific with the Atlantic by the Atrato and 

to take up that bill for consideration. I presume | Truanda rivers, in compliance with the suggestions con- 
cacti : : || tained in the memorial of the Board of Trade of the city of 

there 7 * no rare 1G She omeny || Philadelphia, and the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, | 

were ordered out in the difficulties on the North- || gated the 8th of August, 1856, and the letter of the Secre- 

west by the Governor of Michigan, and it is || tary of War, dated the 13th of August, 1856. 

found necessary to come to Congress in order to 





. . PECULATIONS IN POST OFFICES. 

supply some deficiency in the proof. i] ; f 
“here being no objection, the Senate proceeded, / Mr. FISH. I offer the following resolution of 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the || inquiry, which I ask the Senate to consider at | 
bill, the object of which is to direct the account- || once: 





ing Officers of the Treasury to settle at like rates || Resolved, That the Postmaster General be instructed to || 


as similar services have heretofore been paid, the | inform the Senate whether any, and if any, what additional | 
accounts of the company of Clinton Guards, of | legislation is required to insure the transmission through | 
the third regiment, thir brigade, third division, | 
of the Michigan militia, upon satisfactory proof | 
that they were ordered into the service of the | 
United States by the Governor of Michigan, on 
the requisition of the United States marshal, for | 
| 


the post offices and the delivery to the parties to whom they 
are directed, of the public documenis printed by order of 
either House of Congress, and franked by Senators or mem- | 









as well as myself, that with regard, especially to | 
the larger and more valuable documents printed | 
by Congress, itis rarely that a set reaches a party | 
to whom they may be directed. If it consists 
of more than one volume, one or the other, and | 
sometimes all, fail to reach their destination. I do | 
not pretend to know or suggest where the fault | 
lies; but it is very manifest that something is | 
necessary, if we are to continue the system of 
publishing documents for the benefit of the pub- | 
lic, that they should reach those for whom they 
are intended. Where they go now I do not know. | 
I hope the resolution will be adopted. 


the maintenance of the neutral obligations and 
laws of the United States in 1838, and rendered 
service. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. | 
Mr. CASS. [understand that there came from | 
the House of Representatives, with the bill, the 
muster-roll of the company, which, of course, is | 
not wanted here. [ask leave to withdrawit, that | 
it may be used in evidence before the proper | 
accounting officer. 
Leave was granted. | 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- | 
sent obtained, leave to bring ina bill (S. No. 596) | 


; ib 4 hes REVENUE LAWS. 
to refund the ascertained balance due to the State | 
of Massachusetts; which was read twice by its Sort cerns. © wawee Se tala dip tive Eouse 


: ; bill increasing the pay of the officers of the Army. 
title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. | . 
Mr. HUNTER asked, and by unanimous con- | Mr. EVANS. I am very anxious to have the 
sent obtained, leave to bring in a bill (S. No. 597) 
to establish a steam ferry over the Potomac river, | 
at the site of the Long Bridge, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twiee 4 title, and 

referred to the Committee on the 
lumbia. 
COURT-HOUSE AT TALLAHASSEE. 


Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolu- 


45 


| 

' 

The resolution was considered by unanimous | 
consent, and agreed to. | 
| 
| 


Mr. SEWARD. I must ask the indulgence 


the bill which the Senator from Virginia {Mr. 
se || Hunter] agreed to consider this morning. 

istriet of Co- || Mr WELLER. I give way. 

\| On motion of Mr. SEWARD, the bill (S. No. | 
|| §86) to amend the ** Act reducing the duty on im- | 
|| ports, and for other purpuses,”” passed July 30, 


| 

| 

} 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

bers of the House of Representatives. | 
I presume it is the experience of every Sénator 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





of the honorable Senators to allow me to take up || 





of such imports in the principal markets of the country 
whence the importation shall have been made ; and to add 


thereto all costs and charges which, under existing laws, 
would form part of the true value at the port where the 


same may be entered, upon which the duties should be as- 
sessed. And it shall be the duty of the collector, within 


| whose district the same may be imported or entered, to cause 
) the dutiable value of such imports to be appraised ,estimated, 


and ascertained, in accordance with the provisions of exist - 
ing laws : and if the appraised value thereof shall exceed by 
ten per centum or more, the value so declared on the entry, 
then, in addition to the duties imposed by law on the same, 
there shall be levied, collected, and paid a duty of twenty 
per centum ad valorem on such appraised value : Provided, 
nevertheless, That under no circumstances shall the duty be 


| assessed upon an amount less than the invoice or entered 


value, any law of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Mr. ADAMS. I offer the following amend- 


| ment as an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That from and immediately 
after the passage of this act it shall be the duty of the Post- 
master General to enter into contracts with any individuals 


| Or companies Who may propose to carry the United States 


mails upon any railroad now finished, in whole or in part, 
or hereafter to be constructed, not to exceed once daily 
each way for the term of eight years; and that any indi 

vidual or company so contracting and entering into bond 
and good security, to be approved by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral and Secretary of the Treasury, shall be entitled, in ful! 
compensation for such service, to import, without the pay 


| ment of any other duties, all the iron necessary to be used 
| in the construction, repair, or relaying of such railroad 


during the continuance of such contract. 


Mr. SEWARD. [hope the honorable Senator 


| from Mississippi will not insist, and I feel quite 


sure the Senate will not insist, on incumbering this 
bill with an amendment which is not germane: 
I will state the objects and reasons for the bill 
itself. It is one, I need not say, in which | have 


| no personal interest. The bill was introduced at 


the instance of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and was 
reported as one for which there was urgent need. 


| I will read from the communication of the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury so much as will show the 
necessity of passing the bill at once: 

** As the law now stands, therefore, upon the construc 
tion which the courts appear inclined to give to it, the for 
eign manufacturer or producer is not subject to an ad.h- 
tional duty for under. valuation ; while the importer who pur 
chases in the foreign market, and imports into the United 
States, is. The foreign manufacturer, or producer, in any 
experiments he may choose to try upon the public rev- 
enue by under-valuations runs no such risk of additiunal 
duty as that to which his competitor, the American mer- 
chant, who purchases his imports abroad, is exposed. This 
discrimination against the domestic importer in favor of the 
foreign is as impolitic as it is unjust.’’ 

I have performed a duty to the Government and 
the country by introducing this bill, and by en- 
deavoring to get it passed here, so that it may 
obtain the favorable consideration of the other 
House at this session. As the amendment is of 
an entirely distinct nature and character, and pro- 
poses to affect the policy of the Government, | 
do not propose to discuss it now, but to ask the 
Senate to vote it down. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I rise to a question of 
order. The original bill before the Senate is one 
not contested; it is a matter of small importance. 
The bill offered as an amendment isa a import- 
ant measure, and one which is, and will be, and 
ought to be, much contested. It involves twenty 
millions of money, or nearly that. It isa question 
affecting the revenue, and therefore should go to 
the Committee on Finance. I raise the question 
whether it is in order to offer this amendment. 


bill for the relief of Dr. James Morrow considered. || If it is in order, | propose to take the floor in op- 


position to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
considers it in order when offered in the form of 
an amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS. The bill proposed by the Ser- 
ator from New York is in reference to the collec- 
tion of duties and the revenue of the*country. 
This amendment is on the same subject, aud 
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therefore I consider it legitimate. The Senator I an interest which is seldom considered by legis- 
from New York appeals to me to withdraw it on || lative bodies—the interest of the masses of the 
the ground that the proposition made by him is people, whose property will be benefited and 
right and just in itself, and ought to be passed. I || improved in value by the construction of railroads 
so considered it, or I should not have offered thé || in the country, and whose commerce and travel 
amendment. will be facilitated. They are the persons really 
I have an additional reason. I have been seek- |, interested. 
ing, and the Committee on the Post Office and This is the simple provision of the amendment. 
Post Roads have been seeking, for days and || It is one which has not attracted much attention, 
weeks, to obtain a consideration; and the Sen- || but it will attract attention before the country if 
ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bropueap] has | it should be defeated at this session. What is 
| 


been the main obstruction to prevent the consid- || there unreasonable in it? Does the Government 
eration of the subject-matter of this amendment. || need the money? Nota dollar of it. The Gov- 
All I desire is the sense of the Senate in reference || ernment has no use for it m the world. What 
to it. I know—past experience has shown me— || will be the effect if you refuse it? We require 
that unless I avail myself of the rules of the || them to pay the money in advance, and then we 


Senate, so as to obtain a vote on this measure as || turn around, and pay it out to the railroad com- | 
an amendment to some proposition of the Senator | panies for carrying the mails. If you pass this | 
from New York, who can always succeed in ob- || amendment, you save them from advancing cash, | 


taining the consideration of measures that he || which is a very great advantagetothem. It may 
believes important, L have no chance, no oppor- || be supposed that it conflicts with other interests; 
tunity, and expect to have no opportunity of se- | | have no knowledge of any interests with which 
curing the vote of the Senate on any question || it would conflict. I see no just ground for oppo- 
which I deem important to the public interests; | sition to it. I see every good reason why it should 
and therefore I feel justified in insisting on my || pass, and unless it be attached to this bill, I have 
amendment, and asking for the sense of the Sen- 
ate on the question, the present session. I have offered it in good 
The Senator from Pennsylvania, either by way || faith. 

of deterring the Senate from the consideration of || 
this question, or for some other cause, has, when- || obligations to the honorable Senator from South 
ever the subject has been alluded to, threatened || Carolina, [Mr. Evans,] and tothe honorable Sen- 
to make speeches. Well, sir, we expect him to || ator from California, [Mr. We ver,] for leave to 
make speeches. If he did not do so on this sub- | present this bill now, and to the Senate generally, 
ject, he might on some other, and therefore, 1 || on the assurance that it would elicit no debate. 
think, that is no good reason why the amend- + | am disappointed, and I therefore move to = the 
ment should not be considered. He says the | bill on the table, in order to redeem the p 
amendment involves some twenty millions of dol- 
lars. I say it does not involve a single dollar, and || the Senate, when they conceded to me the favor 
no man can show legitimately that itdoes involve |, to take up this bill. 

a single dollar; but it does involve a great prin- || The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 


ciple of justice to an immense interest through- DOCTOR JAMES MORROW 
out the whole length and breadth of this country, || ‘ 
from one end of the nation to the other. 


By the present law, every pound of iron man- bill (H. R. No. 388) for the relief of Doctor 


ufactured beyond the limits of the United States || James Morrow. ‘The application is made under | 


which is imported into this country, has to pay || Very peculiar circumstances. This bill passed 
thirty per cent. duty to this Government before | the House of Representatives at the last session, 
jt can be laid down. ‘This amendmeut does not || and was sent here, but was not acted on at all. 
propose to repeal that duty, or to diminish its || A report exactly conformable to it was made in 
amount, but proposes that it shall be paid at a dif- | the Senate. When the House bill came up the 
ferent time and in a different mode—just as ben- || present session, it was referred to the Committee 
eficial and effective to the Government, and yet | on Naval Affairs. Doctor Morrow, the gentle- 
much easier to the great interest involved, than || man for whose relief this bill was intended, was 
the present advance of cash. The amendment is || here a month or two during last winter, and has 
simply a proposition to authorize any railroad | been here during the last month, urging his claim. 
company, or any person, to enter into contract || He is very ill, hardly expected to live, and this 
and give bond, with good and sufficient security, || money is essential to enable him to meet the cur- 
to the Postmaster General and the Secretary of the || rent expenses of his business. I beg, therefore, 
Treasury, to carry the mails for eight years in || that the Senate will take up the bill. 
satisfaction of the duty. The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
This is about an equivalent for what is now 
paidin cash, The only difference is, that instead b 
of compelling them to pay thirty per cent, to the || retary of State to pay to Dr. James Morrow, for 
Government before their iron can be laid down, || his services as agriculturist to the Japan expedi- 
it permits them to pay itin labor. You can go || ) 
to the Post Office Department and make the cal- || the rate of $1,500 per annum, during the time he 
culation; and it will be found to be very nearly || Was actually employed in such service, the same 
an eguivalent. I admit that it is not precisely || coon additional to his compensation of twenty- 
equal in all its bearings. I admit that the Post- | five dollars per month as master’s mate. 
master General makes better contracts with some |! 


some receiving so much that they of course || words: 

would not accept the provisions of the bill. Compensation at the rate of $1,500 per annum, during 
There are others receiving a little less, which | the no he we ae pat Rags ee to ee > ao 
woitld accept it. An equivalent, as near as can || Qelless ikon aie cnee 
be, for the present duty in cash, at the present || adi oe 

rate of carrying the mail, is eight years’ mail ser- | °"4 !Serting: 


vice free of charge to the Government. Who is || Compensation at the rate of three dollars per day during | 


. . ie hee | the time he acted as such agriculturist; also the pay of an | 
affected by it beneficially? We know that those || assistant surgeon in the United States Navy during the time | 
who make the roads and advance the money | he acted as such assistant surgeon in said expedition, de- | 
ducting therefrom the amount already received by said | 


lose by the operation in ninety-nine cases out of ; yo 
every hundred. The men whose property ia in- || Morrow as master’s mate in said expedition. 
creased in value, and whose commerce and travel || Mr. EVANS. Perhaps the best explanation I 
are facilitated by railroads, are the persogs really || can give of this case is to ask for the reading of 
interested in this matter. By the permission to | the report which came with the bill from the 
pay this duty in labor in transmitting the mails, | House of Representatives. 
you save the trouble of collection; you avoid the ||} Mr. WELLER. There is no necessity for 
inconvenience of advancing this large amount of | reading it. Wecan vote down the amendment of 
money; and you facilitate, to a great extent, all | the committee and pass the bill as it came from 
the railroads now being made, as well as the re- || the House of Representatives. 
laying the roads heretofore made, _ Mr. EVANS. Very well. 

I say there is a larger interest involved in this,|) Mr. SLIDELL. Before® the vote is taken on 
amendment than in any bill which has been before || the amendment, I think it is proper that the Senate 
the Senate during the present session; and it is || should be informed of the motive that governed 


very little idea that it will be considered during | 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I am under | 


edge | 
which I gave to those honorable Senators, and to | 


Mr. EVANS. [ask the Senate to take up the 


in Committce of the Whole, proceeded to con- | 
_ sider the bill which proposes to require the Sec- | 


tion pnder Commodore Perry, compensation at | 


The Committee on Naval Affairs of the Senate | 
railroad companies than with others, There are | reported it with an amendment, striking out the | 








February 16, 


the Committee on Naval Affairs in repo 


When the expedition to Japan was ahout bee 
organized, the then Secretary of the 
|| templated enlisting the services of a very large 
|| scientific corps who should receive ample com n- 
| sation during the expedition. An application was 
made to Congress for an appropriation to enabjp 


N AVY con. 


| him to employ such a scientific — on a very 
munificent scale. Congress refused to entertain 
the idea, and rejected the appropriation. The gen. 
tleman for whose relief the bill now under cop. 
sideration is framed, was requested by the Secro. 
| tary of State to proceed in the capacity of agricy|. 
turist on board one of the Japan expedition ships 
|| He was told that a recommendation would be 
|| made to Congress to obtain an appropriation to 
|| enable a salary of $1,500 to be paid to him. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
| will ask the Senator from Louisiana to suspend 
| hisremarks. The hour has arrived for the special 
|| order. 
| Mr. RUSK. I think this bill can be disposed 
‘| of in a few minutes. I move to postpone the 
| special order for that purpose. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is the duty 
of the Chair to call for the special order; but hy 
general consent, the Chair will allow it to pass 
over for the present, and will call for it agai 
‘| when this bill shall have been disposed of, 
| [‘*Agreed.”’] 
| Mr. SLIDELL. 1 do not think it can oceupy 
jany considerable time. I merely wish to state 
the facts. I have no interest whatever in the de- 
cision at which the Senate may arrive; my only 
| object is to justify the Naval Committee in their 
action. 

A number of scientific men and artists were 
desirous to accompany the expedition, among 
them Mr. Morrow. He was undoubtedly led, in 
the first instance, to expect that he would receive 
a salary of $1,500 or $2,000; but that expectation 
was necessarily disappointed, for I presume Dr. 
Morrow knew the circumstances, perfectly appre- 
ciated them, and was willing to take the risk. 
Congress, as I before remarked, refused to make 
the appropriation. The only course then to be 
pursued was to attach a certain number of scien- 
tific men to the expedition, under the orders of 
the Secretary of the Navy, and employ them as 
master’s mates. I think there were some seven 
| or eight in the same situation with Dr. Morrow; 
| and my impression is, that of that number two 
| 





or three, at least, have rendered more valuable 
service. 

The action of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
has been uniform on this subject. The chief 
| artist of the expedition, Mr. Heine, I think one 
I} 


of the cleverest men in his particular pursuit in 
the country, who made all the drawings and 
superintended all the engravings illustrating the 
expedition, has been placed by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs in exactly the same position that 
|| they now wish to place Dr. Morrow. It is con- 
tended, on the part of Dr. Morrow, that he hada 
right to presume that he would receive a salary 
of $1,500 or $2,000. I think that presumption is 
'| completely negatived by his knowledge of the 
| fact before he Tete the country, that the appropri- 
‘| ation had been refused. He then reported him- 
self on board one of the ships of the expedition 
as master’s mate, and in that capacity he received 
'|a pay of twenty-five dollars per month. The 
|| other persons employed as masters’ mates re- 
| ceived $450 a year. The first bill regularly in 
| order on the Private Calendar, is the bill for the 
| relief of the artist of the expedition, to whom I 
|| have alluded. He is, by that bill, placed in the 
same condition that the committee propose to 
place Dr. Morrow. I should conceive it exceed- 
ingly unjust if any discrimination were made in 
favor of Dr. Morrow and against Mr. Heine. 

I have complied with the duty, always a pain- 
|| ful one, (and I certainly never voluntarily incur 
|| the responsibility,) of opposing private bills 
| which address themselves very naturally and 


justly to the sensibilities and good feeling of the 
Senate. I have merely complied with my duty 
to state the actual facts of the case. : 
Under the provision made by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs; the pay of Dr. Morrow 1s 
reater than that of the assistant surgeons of the 
| Navy, who certainly performed much more ar- 
duous duties. His duties must necessarily have 
been of a very intermittent character, only to be 
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eing discharged at short intervals when the vessels | eign Relations here reported a similar bill to the 














a - 


lars a day, furnishes no reason why this petition- 





con. found themselves on foreign shores. I have || House bill, and recommended that it should | er’s claim should be increased corres ondingly 
. It is a matter of indiffer- || pass. Id tk b h flegislative || i i j i ine 
arge nothing more to say o H o not Know by what sort of leg e | It was impossible that his labors should continue 
pen- ence to me whether the amendment be rejected 1 egerdemain it was taken out of the hands of the || after the expedition came home. I will here re- 
Was or not. A _ |; Committee on Foreign Relations after their re- || mark that in expeditions of this kind, thousands 
able Mr. CLAY. I wish to say a few words in || port, or taken out of the hands of the Senate || of gentlemen inthe United Statesare most anxious 
very reply to what has fallen from the Senator from || and referred to the Committee on Nuval Affairs. | to procure positions as masters’ mates, because 
tain Louisiana. Tassume, in the first place, upon the | They make a different report from that of either || they do not do the duty which naturally devolves 
yen. testimony which is furnished by the report of of the other committees, and one which does this | on that grade inthe Navy, and are allowed to fol- 
con- the House committee, _that Dr. Morrow em- || man less than justice. It is purely for the sake || low the , ein of their own inclinations in the pur- 
cre. barked on this expedition under an assurance || of justice that I hope this Bin may pass as it | suit of scientific objects. The rewards they reap 
icul- that he would be paid at least $1,500 per annum. || came from the House, but not as amended by | the foreign countries they see, the additions they 
ips, In that report is quoted a letter from the then || the Committee on Naval Affairs. If that amend- || make to science for themselves, are generally re- 
| be Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Kennedy, in which || ment be adopted, it is tantamount to a defeat of || garded as sufficient compensation. 
n to he recommended that he should be paid fom \ the bill, and will prevent any compensation, at | | say thus much to put the Naval Committee 
$1,500 to $2,000 per annum, and expressed the || least until the action of some subsequent Con- || right. I shall not complain if the amendment be 
hair opinion that the compensation of master’s mate, || gress. : | voted down, though I think every other man on 
end which he would get, was wholly inadequate to || Mr. MALLORY. Ifthe amendment be right | the expedition who has rendered similar services 
cial the services which he could and would perform. || in itself, it should be adopted, in my judgment, || should be placed on the same footing. There is 
[t appears from this report that Dr. Morrow || whether it kill the bill or not. I think the Sen- | an application now before the Senate from a gen- 
sed performed even greater services than were ex- || ator from Alabama [Mr. Cray] is inerror. If I | tleman who had charge of the telegraph line. He 
the ected of him, or imposed upon him by the office || suffered my sympathies,as 1 think he has allowed | claims the same pay that we allow to Morrow or 
which he filled. He ee ae the duty |, his, to travel away with my judgment on this | Heine. The committee have simply attempted 
luty of agriculturist to the expedition, distributing || matter, 1 should not open my lips; but the bill | to establish a uniform rule of three dollars a day 
hy agricultural implements and seeds, which were || was reported from the Naval Committee, and to | to each one, instead of twenty-five dollars a 
Nass furnished by the Patent Office; he not only made | put that committee right, I propose to say a few || month. 
rai large collections of setds and various plants in| words. _ a Mr. EVANS. I desire to say only a word on 
of. Japan, but he also performed the part of sur- My friend from Alabama inquires by what | this subject. If there are others who performed 
geon’s mate on the vessel for months without || legerdemain this bill came before the Naval Com- || services in this expedition, I have no objection to 
upy any compensation whatever, | mittee. Why, sir, it was referred to that com- || their being paid at the same rate. I have two 
state The difference between his case and the gentle- || mittee by the Senate; it was considered by them |! objections to this amendment. The first is, that 
 de- man alluded to by the Senator from Louisiana || in obedience to the order of the Senate. They | it is not worded in such a Way as to carry out the i 
nly is very wide and marked. Dr. Morrow has no || were not aware that any other committee of the | intention of the committee as It is explained here. % 
heir means of realizing anything from his services || Senate had charge of the subject. It gives him three dollars a day, that is, $1,095 a I 
except what is paid him by the Government. The || Mr.CLAY. Ihave before methe bill reported | year. It also allows him his $300 as master’s ie 
vere lants which he collected, exceeding two thousand | by the Committee on Foreign Relations. Here | mate; but according to its words that is to be a 
jong in number, have been furnished to the State De- |! it is. | deducted. He is to have his three dollars a day, 4 
d, in partment. They are now in the possession of 1 Mr. MALLORY. I know now that there is | his pay as assistant surgeon in the Navy, which a 
elve the Government. He can.derive no profit what- |! such a bill. 'amcunts to about one hundred dollars, which Pe 
tion ever from their exhibition, or from the journal || Mr.SLIDELL. I ama member of the Com- | will make $1,200, and then the $300 he received Ls 
Dr. which he kept while he was there, nor from the |! mittee on Foreign Relations; and when the sub- || is to be taken from it. That will leave him onl \ 
pre- classification of those plants, which has been | ject was discussed there, I made the same state- | abouteight hundred dollars. Eight hundred doi- ie 
‘isk, done athis ownexpense. On the other hand, the || menttothe Senator from California[Mr. Wetter] || lars, I presume, no man will say is adequate com- i 
rake artist to whom the Senator alludes has already | which I have made now, that we had adopted the || pensation. a 
> be published a series of plates—I do not know what || principle of compensation in regard to the other Mr. SLIDELL. That is certainly not the i 
‘len- number, but I have myself a large volume which || gentleman in a similar position, and I thought it | amendment as reported by the committee, tg 
rs of he has published, and which have been paid for; || fair to be applied to him. I did know that the Mr. EVANS. That is the literal construc- ra 
Nas and I presume he has reaped the profits. 1 also || Committee on Foreign Relations had made such | tion, It admits of none other. 1 a 
ven state what I have been informed and believe to || a report. Mr. SLIDELL. The intention of the com- be 
row; bea fact, that he has furnished most of the plates || Mr. MALLORY. I did not. mittee was to give him three dollars a day, com- f * 
two —perhaps all of them——that are to be found inthe || Mr. WELLER. I reported the bill alluded to | pensate him for the service rendered as assistant ‘ 
able work of Commodore Perry; and I presume they || from the Committee on Foreign Relations, and, || surgeon, and deduct from that sum the amount he ' 
were not gratuitously furnished. | suppose he | of course, I had the authority of the committee. | has already received as master’s mate. ns 
fairs was paid for them. Thus I show that in the sale || Mr. MALLORY. My friend from Alabama Mr. EVANS. He received $300 a year, and ) , 
hief of his own plates, which I have bound up ina || supposes that this gentleman went out in this | his compensation for assista./t surgeon does not a: 
one separate volume, and in the supply of plates to || expedition under the belief that he would receive amountto $100. How can you deduct $300 from 1 & 
it in Commodore Perry, who I suppose did not take i $1,500. I think he is under a misapprehension. | $100? ‘The literal meaning is, that you are to es 
and them gratuitously, he has received some compen- | I have conversed with the gentleman himself, and | deduct the $300 from the whole, and that that Y fi 
+ the sation; and superadded to all that, he was paid || I believe he could not have been under any such | will leave him only a little upwards of $800. You ' y 
e on better wages than were paid to Dr. Morrow. || apprehension; because, before he sailed,Congress | pay your men here who carry your mails, your Ne 
that Under these circumstances, there is no paral- || had determined that scientificmen,assuch,should | messengers, $1,200; the man who stands at the * 
con- lelism in these cases. The one may reap suffi- |; not accompany the expedition. The proposition door of the private apartment receives $600 or } 4 
ada cient compensation for his services, even without | originally was talked of, though not legislated $700; and yet this scientific gentleman is to have jhe 
lary any payment on the part of Congress. The other || upon, of sending out a scientific corps with the | his compensation reduced to between $800 and ie 
yn 1s will get nothing beyond the bare pittance of $300 || Japan expedition, as Napoleon took his corps to $900. 
’ the per annum at most for his services as agriculturist | Egypt, and Mr. Kennedy proposed to pay an Mr. President, there is another objection. This 
)pri- und surgeon’s mate on this vessel, unless we pass || agriculturist as one of that corps,an experienced | bill came here from the House of Representatives 
him- a bill for his relief. i man, from $1,500 to $2,000 a year. Congress within the last few days of the last session. It 
ition Mr. SLIDELL. The Senator from Alabama || struck out the appropriation, and refused to pay was not taken up at all, because the Senate had 
ived islaboring under a misapprehension. Theamend- || compensation to any men as a scientific corps. | determined they would take up no business ex- 
The ment of the Naval Committee pays him three dol- || This gentleman applied for this position, in part | cept the bill which was then under consideration, 
| re- lars a day. on the score of ill health. He was advised that It stood over, therefore, until the beginning of 
y in Mr. CLAY. I know that, but it reduces his || he would get a master’s mate’s position, and he | this session, when it was taken up—I was not 
the compensation by more than five hundred dollars || took it. Hie did perform other duties far more || here myself—and without anything being said, it 
m I perannum, and that is what I am not willing to || important than those of master’s mate, and has | was referred to the Naval Committee, and they 
the do. | no doubt earned the salary which the committee || have reported this amendment. The bill was 
e to I do not wish to elaborate on this subject, and || propose to allow him. Of that, however, I haye | referred on the 9th day of December last, and the 
eed- I shall not do so unless I am driven into it. If 1 || nothing to say. He received as master’s mate | report was not made until near two months after- 
e in should, I could show that there has been great || twenty-five dollars per month. The Naval Com- || wards. The result of it is this: we have fourteen | 
>, injustice perpetrated in respect to the Japan ex- || mittee, taking into consideration the superior legislative days of this session left, and if this bill 
ain- pedition. I could show that one man er en- || duties he Dattitmed, roposed toallow him three | be amended, it goes back to the House of Rep- 
neur joyed the lion’s share of the honors and profits || dollars a day during al the time he was employed | resentatives, where it will never see the light dur- 
pills of this expedition, while others, equally merito- || on the expedition, and the pay of assistant sur- | ing the present Congress; and it would be wrong 
and rious, filling humbler spheres, have been turned || geon during the time he exercised the duties of | thus to treat this poor man, who spent two months 
the off with a mere song. I believe this man to bea || assistant surgeon on account of the sickness of | last year, and has been here a month this year 
luty gentleman. I believe he embarked on this expe- || that officer, instead of the salary of $1,500, which || looking after his bill, and is now lying prostrate 
dition confiding in the assurance of the Secretary | I contend was never promised him; and there was | on a bed of sickness from which it is question- 
ittee of the Navy that he would get at least $1,500 per | no understanding between him and the Depart- | able whether he willeverrise. I hope the amend- 
v is annum. He is at this time lying on a sick bed || ments of the Government that he should receive | ment will be disagreed to, and the bill passed as 
the from which there is some doubt whether he will any such sum. it came from the House of Representatives. 
2 ar- everrise. He has been a long time delayed. yi The fact that the artist of the expedition has The amendment was rejected. The bill was 
lave The House of Representatives has passed the ] printed the results of his labors, and sold them, | reported to the Senate without amendment, or- 





» be bill on the recommendation of the Committee on || and realized a profit, and the fact that he has been || dered: to a third reading, read the third time, and 
Foreign Affairs there. The Committee on For- |} employed subsequently as an artist at three dol- || passed. 
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PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. 


Mr. WELLER. I move to take up the bill 
(11. R. No. 782) to increase the pay of the offi- 
cers of the Army, for the purpose of having it 
under consideration when, in pursuance of the 
previous order of the Senate, we go into execu- 
tive session. 

Mr. RUSK. I move to postpone that bill, and 
make it the special order for to-morrow, at one | 
o’clock. It ought to be acted on. 

Mr. SLIDELL. ‘There is a special order for | 
to-morrow. | 

Mr. WELLER. I prefer that the bill be taken || 
up and go over as the unfinished business. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. || 

Mr. SLIDELL. I beg to inform my friend, | 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- | 
fairs, that the bill to regulate the administration 
of the Louisville and Portland canal was made | 
the special order of the day for one o’clock to- 
morrow. I have every reason to believe that it 
will not lead to any protracted discussion, but 
that we can getwhrough with it in half an hour. 
I shall then most cheerfully assent to the consid- 
eration of this bill. Why not make it the special 
order for to-morrow, at half past one o’clock ? 

Mr. WELLER. I prefer to have the bill go | 
over until to-morrow as unfinished business. 

Mr. RUSK. That cannot be unless we adjourn 
while it is pending. Let it be made the special | 
order for to-morrow, at half past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. WELLER. We meet to-morrow at eleven 
o’clock. I move to make this bill the special 
order for twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. RUSK. Very well. 


_The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Curtom, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the following 
enrolled bills; which were thereupon signed by 
the President pro tempore: F 

An act providing for the regular transmission 
of the mail on route No. 6842; and 

An act for the construction of a wagon road 
from Fort Kearny, via the South Pass of the 
Rocky Mountains and Great Salt Lake Valley, to 
the eastern poruon of the State of California, and 
for other purposes. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wesster, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had approved and signed 
the following acts: 

An act for the relief of Martin Millett, of 
lowa; and 

Anact for the relief of Jonathan Painter, a black 
man, who acted as a spy in the war of 1812. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. In accordance 
with a special order, the Senate will now proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. The | 
Sergeayt-at-Arms will close the doors and clear 
the galleries. 

After two and a half hours spent in executive || 


session, the doors were reopened, and the Senate , 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpar, February 16, 1857. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 


7 the Chaplain of the Senate, Rev. Srernen P. | 
Hint. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. || 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the | 
unanimous consent of the House for leave to re- | 
per from the Committee on Commerce certain | 
Senate river and harbor bills, in order that the 

| 
| 
! 


may be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; and also adverse re- 
ports upon other bills and petitions. 

Mr. MecMULLIN., Is this in the regular order 
of business ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I object, 
and call for the regular order of business. 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Hlinois. I move that | 
the rules be suspended in order that I may sub- |, 
mit the reports I have referred to. 


| 
} 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


a ll 


' 

| other words, must not there be a separate motion | 
j 

| 

! 

| 


_ that there must be a motion to suspend the rules | 
_ for the reporting of eve 


| the gentleman from Alabama may then have a 


| be divided. 
| that the rules be suspended, so that he may re- 
| port certain bills from the Committee on 
| merce. 


| Alabama is not right in his point of order, and | 


he yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I move that there bea call | 


of the House. i 


The motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I wish to vote understand- | 


Ls GLORS. 


| . Mr. McMULLIN. I demand the yeas and || rules is not. debatable, and a 


i “7 on that motion. 
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| arising on it must follow the ru 
| itself. 
| Mr. MeMULLIN, 


e of the motion 


eMU N. There I think the Chai 
| is wrong in his decision again. F 
The SPEAKER. It would be in order to g, 
bate the question if there were any question before 


ingly upon the present proposition, and therefore the House; but the proposition 1s to sus end the 


eall for the reading of the titles of the bills and 


| resolutions proposed to be reported from the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. They will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. No. 36) for enlarging the cus- | 
tom-house, post office, and court-house at Detroit, 


in the State of Michigan; and 


A resolution (8. No. 28) relative to the build- 
ing for custom-house and post office at Toledo, 
in the State of Ohio. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Those bills, | 
when reported, I shall move to lay upon the table. | 

The Clerk proceeded to read the titles of the 
bills to be reported, when he was interrupted by | 

Mr. HOUSTON, who said: Mr. Speaker, I | 
rise to a question of order. Can a member of | 
any committee move a suspension of the rules 
for the introduction of more bills than one? In | 


| 


to suspend the rules forevery report he proposes 
to make ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the House can suspend its rules, so that these 
bills may be received for reference; but no vote 
can be taken upon them together, unless that 
be the unanimous consent of the House. There 
must be a separate vote on each, if desired by any | 
member. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is very true; but my | 
point of order is that the vote shall be separate 
upon the admission of each bill. The gentleman 
from Illinois cannot suspend the rules to do that 
which cannot be done under other circumstances | 
—the introduction, by one motion, of an entire 
omnibus of bills. If the rules be suspended it is 
for the introduction of one bill; and my point is | 





bill. 
The SPEAKER. If the bills are introduced 


separate vote upon each one of them; but it is 
competent for the House to sus 
order that they may be received. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I want a separate vote on | 
the suspension of the rules with reference to the 


nd the rules in | 


reported. 
he SPEAKER. It is a vote which cannot 


The gentleman from Illinois moves 


om- 
It is a single question, which cannot be 
divided, 


the Chair decide that the gentleman from Illinois 


1] may submit what pens he pleases, and as many 
1 


as he pleases? Is that the decision of the Chair? 


The SPEAKER. They are to be reported for 


reference only. ‘The motion is, that the rules be 


suspended for that purpose. 
Mr. McMULLIN. The Chair will pardon me | 


| for a suggestion. I might be willing to admit two | 


or three of those bills; but I am decidedly opposed | 
to the admission of the others. The Chair de- | 
cides that they must all come together. Then | 
to get those I may be in favor of, 1 am compelled | 
to take those I object to. This I willnotdo. I | 
must either have a division of the question, or | 
take an appeal from the decision of the Chair. | 
And I would suggest whether the gentleman from | 


the distinction he has drawn upon this question. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the mo- 
tion isin order. If the House chooses to sus- 
pend its rules for this purpose, it has the privilege 
to do so on this day. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 
“ taking an appeal from the decision of the 
hair. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lay the appeal upon the table. 
r. MeMU LLIN. Have I not the right, under 
the rules, to state the reasons why I take an ap- 
al? 
Phe SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 


I move to 








nays 39; as follows: 
| YEAS — Messrs. Akers, Albright, Allen, Allison, Ball, 


reception of each one of the bills proposed to be 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. By one vote does 


| 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Coamsitios on En- 


I am under the necessity 


rules so as to bring a proposition before the 
House. 


| | Mr. McMULLIN. There isa question before 


the House. 
of the Chair. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move t 
lay the appeal on the table. 

r. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de. 
cided in the affirmative. 

So the appeat was laid upon the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now ask for a division of 
| the vote upon those bills, if the rules will permit 
| me to have it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is po, 

a divisible question. It is simply a question 
whether the House will suspend its rules or not, 
and that is not a divisible question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose the 
| question is in the form of a resolution that the 
rules be suspended to enable the gentleman to 
report a bill of such a title, and then another and 
another, and so on to the end. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the ques. 
tion is not divisible, and the only question js, 
whether the House will suspend its rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And then, I sup- 
pose, if the rules are suspended, it will be in order 
to move to suspend them again, and put all the 
bills upon their passage, without reading them, 
or anybody knowing anything about them. 

The SPEAKER. The House has the power 
to suspend its rules on this day. 

The question on the motion to suspend the 
rules was then taken; and there were—yeas 118, 


I take an appeal from the decision 


I call for the yeas 








Barbour, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Carathers, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Colfax, 
Comins, Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Timothy Davis, Day, 
Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Dur- 
fee, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Evans, Flagler, Florence, 
Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Har- 
lan, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Hodges, Holloway, Thomas 
K. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Mace, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Morrison, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Parker, 
Pearce, Peck, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Ricaud, 
Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, 
Sneed, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope, Tepe, Thorington, 
Thurston, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Un erwood, ade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson 
Wells, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodruf, 
Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—118. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bowie, Branch, Bur- 
nett, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Clingman, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Jacob C. Davis, Dowdell, 
Edmundson, Faulkner, Garnett, Goode, Green wood, Hous- 
ton, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kelly Letcher, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Puryear, Ruffin, Savage, Shorter, William Smith, William 

_ th, Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Watkins, and Wheeler— 


So the rules were suspended, (two thirds voting 
| in favor thereof.) 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
same: 

An act providing for the regular transmission 
of the mail on route No. 6842; and 

An act for the construction of a wagon road from 
Fort Kearny, via the South Pass of the Rocky 
Mountains and Great Salt Lake Valley, to the 
eastern portion of the State of California, and for 
other purposes. 
SENATE BILLS REPORTED AND REFERRED. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the 
Committee on Commerce, then reported the fol- 


lowing Senate bills; which were severally referred 


- the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
nion: 
An act (No. 433) for continuing the improve 
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ment of the inland passage between the St. John’s | 
and St. Mary’s rivers, Florida. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay that | 
pil] upon the table. ; 

The —— The bills are received for | 

nee only. = 
= JONES, of Tennessee. But I suppose | | 

n make that motion. ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that | 
the rules have been suspended for a specific pur- | 

ose, and the Chair would say to the gentleman | 
from Illinois, or any other gentleman, that a mo- 
tion to put these bills upon their passage could | 
not be received. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That would come 
under another rule, which requires them to be 
frst considered in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The rules were suspended 
for a particular purpose, and the House must be 
held to that purpose. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I wish to be informed 
whether it is competent to call for a division of 
the question upon the reception of each one of | 

e bills? 
The SPEAKER. They are all received for 
the purpose of reference. 

Mr. \teMULLIN. Well, it is an unprece- | 
dented proceeding, and against it I enter my sol- 
emn protest. an 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with 
the reading of the bills. 

The bills were read, as follows: 

An act (No. 424) for continuing the improve- | 
ment of the harbor of Providence, Rhode Island; | 
| 





An act (No. 132) to provide for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Ohio river; 

An act (No. 134) to continue the improvement | 
of the harbor of Vermilion, Ohio; 

An act (No. 411) for continuing the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Mobile, Alabama, at Dog 
river bar, Choctaw Pass, and to the Lower Fleet; 

An act (No. 323) making appropriation for the 
improvement of the channel at Hell Gate, East 
river, in the State of New York; 

An act (No. 249) providing for the survey of 
the falls of Red river, at or near Alexandria; 

An act (No. one for the survey of 
Atchafalaya bay and approaches; 

An act (No. 179) to provide for the protection 
of Cape Cod harbor, Massachusetts; e 

An act (No. 174) for the improvement of the 
harbor of Charleston, South Carolina; 

Anact (No. 165) for continuing the improve- | 
ment of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois; 

An act (No. 173)) for the improvement of the | 
harbor of Appalachicola, in the State of Florida; | 

An act (No. 164) to continue the improvement | 
of the Illinois river; 


————— 





An act (No. 153) to continue the improvement 
of the harbor of Michigan City; 
An act (No. 412) for continuing the improve- | 
ment of the Hudson river; | 


An act (No. 116) making an appropriation for | 
continuing the improvement of the harbor of | 
Erie, in the State of Pennsylvania; | 

An act (No. 148) tocontinte the improvement | 
of the Tennessee river; 

An act (No. 127) for the construction of a | 
—ae for Lake Michigan; | 

An act (No. 88) for completing the improve- | 
ment in the harbor of Manitowoc, Wisconsin; | 

An act (No. 89) for wre the improve- | 
ment of the harbor of Racine, Wisconsin; | 

An act (No. 90) for completing the improve- | 
ment of the harbor of Kenosha, Wisconsin; | 

An act (No. 91) for continuing the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Sheboygan, Wisconsin; 

An act (No. 92) for continuing the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 

An act (No. 95) to continue the construction of 
a harbor on the east side of Reedy Island; 

An act (No. 96) for continuing the improve- 
ment of the harbor of New Castle; 

An act (No. 71) to continue the improvement of 
the Rock river rapids, in the Upper Mississippi; 

Anact (No. 991) making further appropriation 
for the improvement of the Cape Fear river, 
North Carolina; 

An act (No. 403) to remove obstructions in the 
Bayou la Fourche, Louisiana; he 

resolution (No. 28) relative to the building 
for a custom-house and post office at Toledo, in 
the State of Ohio; ' 
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An act (No. 28) making an appropriation for 
a steam-dredge on Lake Ontario; 

An act (No. 10) to continue the improvement 
of the harbor of Newark, New Jersey; 

An act (No. wh, to continue the improvement 
of the harbor of Conneaut, Ohio; 

An act (No. aa continue the improvement 
of the harbor of Huron, Ohio; 

An act (No. 17) to continue the improvement 
of the harbor of Ashtabula, Ohio; i 

An act (No. 19) to continue the improvement | 
of the harbor of Cleveland, Ohio; 

An act (No. 20) to continue the improvement 
of the harbor at the mouth of Black river, Ohio; 

An act (No. 21) to continue the improvement 
of the harbor of Fairport, Ohio; 

An act (No. 22) forcontinuing the improvement 
of the harbor at tne mouth of Oak Orchard creek, 
New York, on Lake Ontario; 

An act (No. 23) for continuing the improvement 
of the harbor of Buffalo, New York, on Lake 
Erie; 

Anact (No. 24) for continuing the improvement 
of the harbor of Dunkirk, New York, on Lake 
Erie; 

An act (No. 25) for continuing the improvement 
of the harbor of Sodus bay, Cayuga county, New 
York, on Lake Ontario; 

An act (No. 26) for continuing the improvement 
of the harbor of Sodus bay, Wayne county, New 
York, on Lake Ontario; 

Anact (No. 27) for completing the improvement 
of the harbor of Oswego, New York, on Lake 
Ontario; 

An act (No. 237) to amend the act passed De- 
cember 31, 1792, entitled ‘* An act concerning the 
registering and recording of ships and vessels;”’ 
and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 30) forenlarging the 
custom-house, post office, and court-house at De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the same 
committee, also reported a bill making an appro- 
priation to add an additional story to the custom- 
house and post office buildings at Petersburg, Vir- 
ginia; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to. be printed. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, reported | 
back a bill (H. R. No. 743) to repair, refit, and 
refurnish the marine hospital at Paducah, Ken- 
tucky; which was referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. W.., from the same committee, reported a 
bill to provide for the survey of the Ohio river 
and its principal tributaries; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W.., from the same committee, reported 
back, with a recommendation that it do pass, a 
bill making an appropriation for the construc- 
tion of a building at Ogdensburg, New York, 
for a custom-house, post office, and United States 
court-house; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Iam directed 
by the Committee on Commerce to present ad- 
verse reports in the fullowing cases, and to move 
that they be laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed: 

In the case of the marine hospital at New York; 

On the resolution for a custom-house and post- 
office at Vicksburg, Mississippi; 

On the case of a marine hospital at Milwaukee; 

In the case of a port of delivery at Bowling 
Green; 

Report adverse to the removal of the custom- 
house from Point Isabella to Brownsville; 

On the petition of citizens of Lynchburg, Vir- 
ginia, praying for the establishment of a port of 
entry in that port; and 

On a resolution as to the propriety of setting 
apart for a marine hospital the hospital building 
at Fort Howard, Wisconsin. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to know 


the House suspended its rules? 


with a specific condition, that may were to be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. The gentleman from Illinois 
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whether these are included in the report for which || 5: Marshall, MeCarty, Me 


rg || Murray, Nichols, Mo ' 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. They are. || Pike, Pringle, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, 


The SPEAKER. The adverse reports made || Ruffin, Sage, Sandidge, Scott, Seward, Sherman, Shorter, 
by the gentleman from I[llinois wend received 1] Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Sneed, Spin- 


} 


now asks that they may be laid on the table. ft 
can only be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr McMULLIN. I object 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois. Then I ask 
that they may be referred toche Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
toebe printed. 

It was so ordered. 


The following adverse reports, presented by 
Mr.Wasuevrene, of Illinois, from a same com- 
mittee, received the same direction: 

A bill (H. R. No. 151) to authorize the build- 
ing of dams and bridges across the lowa, Cedar, 
and Wapsipinicon rivers, in the State of lowa; 

A bill (H. R. No. 704) granting land to the 
State of Wisconsin to aid in the improvement of 
the navigation of the Wisconsin river; and 

On the petition of Job Denin, of Rockport, 
Massachusetts, for relief dn account of the illees: 
condemnation of the schooner Directo: vy the 
British. 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
must state whether these reports were included in 
the motion for which the rules were suspended; 
and whether they were among the papers which 
he sent to the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Certainly; 
but if they cannot be received and laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed, I do not wish to 
present them. 

The SPEAKER. They can be referred only 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Llinois. Then I with- 
draw them. 


EDWIN M. CHAFFEE. 
Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. At the re- 


quest of my colleague, whois sick, I ask that the 
Committee of the Whole House may be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of a bill 
(H. R. No. 560) for the relief of Edwin M. Chatf- 
fee, and that it be considered at this time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the 
regular order of business 

The SPEAKER. The recular order of busi- 
ness is the reception of reports. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania asks the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the further 
consideration of the bill mentioned by him. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. I move that 
the rules be suspended, so that I may make the 
motion. 


Mr. LETCHER. 

| is about. 

The bill was read. It extends the term of 
the patent for the application of undissolved 
caoutchouc to clothes, leather, and other articles, 
without the aid of a solvent, for seven years from 
3lst August, 1857. 

Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
62, nays 115; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ball, Barbour, Barclay, Bingham, Brad- 
shaw, Brenton, Lewis DP. Can.pbell, Carlile, Chafiee, 
Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Williamson KR. W. Cobb, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, David-on, Jacob ©. Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Denver, Durfee, Edwards, Eustis, Flagler, 
Henry M. Fuller, Greenwood, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Hughston, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Mace, 
| Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, 
| Moore, Andrew Oliver, Paine, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pen- 
| nington, Pettit, Porter, Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, William R. 

Smith, Swope, Thurston, Trippe, Vail, Walker, Watkins, 
| Wells, and Whitney—62. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Barksdale, 
Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Benson, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, 

|| Bowie, Branch, Buffinton, Burnett, James fi. Campbell, 
|| John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Colfax, 
1] Comins, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Damret!, Day, Dean, De 
|| Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, 
Elliott, Emrie, Etheridge, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. 

| D. Puller, Garnett, Goode, Granger, Harlan, Sampson W. 
| Harris, Harrison, Haven Hodges, Houston, Howard, Jew- 
|| ett, George W. Jones, Kell , Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 
ullin, McQueen, Killian Miller, 
| Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrili, Morrison, Mott, 
rdecai Oliver, Parker, Perry, Phelps, 


Let us know what the bill 


ner, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Thor- 
ington, Trafton, Underwood, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 


aldron, Cadwalader C. Wasbburne, Ellibu B. Washburne, 





Israel Washburn, Watson, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, 
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Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Danic! B. Wright, and Zol- 
licoffer-—) 15. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, 
(two thirds not voting in the affirmative.) 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, obtained the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to re- 
consider the vote by which the House, on Satur- 
day last, refused to lay upon the table the resolu- 
tion to pay Mr. Clark, contesting the seat of the 
gentleman from lowa, (Mr. Hau1.,] per diem and 
mileage. I ask that the motion be received and 
entered upon the Journal. 

The motion was entered. 


WHITEMARSH B.SEABROOK AND OTHERS. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I ask the unan- 


imous consent of the House that the Committee 
of the Whole House be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of House bill (No. oe for 
the relief of Whitemarsh B. Seabrook and others, 
and that it be put upon its passage. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. |! move that the 
rules be suspended for the purpose stated. The 
bill makes no appropriation, but leaves the entire 
matter to the decision of the Secretary of War. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs 
the Seeretary of War to examine and settle, upon 
the principles of equity and justice, the claim of 
Whitemarsh B. Seabrook and others, officers, 
musicians, and privates composing the Edisto 
Island company of militia, in South Carolina, in 
the war of 1812, and that he allow those who are 
living,and the heirs of those deceased, the amount 
of pay and allowances to which cach of them 
would have been entitled, according to their re- 
spective positions, under the regulations of the 
service at that time, for such length of time as 
they shall each of them be proved to have served 
in ee of the island during the war; and that 
he allow them just and reasonable compensation 
for the hatortal anil labor which shall be proved 
to have been expended by them in the erection of 
two fortifications on that island, for the purpose 
of defense in the war; also, that the Secretary of 
the Treasury pay, out of any moncy in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, the amount ad- 
ee to be due the parties by the Secretary of 

ar. 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessce. | call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Evutort and | 
Dick were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
nyes 103, nocs 57. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FLAGLER. 1 wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from Tennessee whether this bill was 
unanimously reported from the Committee on 
Military Affairs? 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennesscce. 

Mr. FLAGLER. 
not so. 

Mr. KEITT. With the permission of the 
House I will make a single remark in reference 
to this case. 

Mr. SAGE. I call for the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. KEITT. This bill passed the Senate b 
a unanimous vote, after a full discussion. All 
the members of the Senate voted for it a year 
ago, and the Committee on Military Affairs of 
= House have reported unanimously in favor 
of it. 


I call for the 


Tt was. 
I was advised that it was 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. I object to, 
debate. 
The question was then taken; and there were 


—yeas 128, nays 61; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Allen, Ball, parclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bishop, Bococ | 
Bowie, Branch, Brenton, Broom, Burnett, John P. Camp- | 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Bayard 
Clarke, Clingman, Comins, Covode, Crawford, Davidson, 
Jacob C. Davis, Timoth nee Witt, Contes Dunn, 
Edmundson ott, rie, ish, Etheridge 
Faulkner Florence, ‘oster, Henry M. . Garnett, 
Goode, Greenwood, Robert 'B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, 
Simpson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, 
Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Hughston, Jewett, Keitt, | 


Kelly, Kennett, ote . Knapp, Knight, Knox, Lam, 
, 


i 
c | 


Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshal 
{lumphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, M 
Muilia, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore 
Morrison, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, M 


Packer, Paine, Pcoarce, Peck, Pelton, Pheipe, Powell, Pur- |; 











| of dehate, and the House has ordered the rain 


‘ordecai Oliver, || 
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year, Quitman, Reade, Ricaud, Robison, Ruffin, Sandidge, 
Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, Stranahan, Swope, Tal 


bott, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Wake- i 
man, Walker, Israei Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Wells, || 


Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zol- 
licoffer—12s. ‘ 

NAYS—-Meessrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bingham, Bliss Bradshaw, Buffinton, James 
H. Campbell, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Williamson 'R. W. 


| Cobb, Colfax, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Day, a | 


Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Flagler, Thomas uller, 
Granger, Harlan. Hodges, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, 
lloward, George W. Jones, Kunkel, McCarty, Killian Mil- 
ler, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Parker, Pennington, Perry, 
Pettit, Pike, Ready, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, 
Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Tappan, Thorington, Traf- 
ton, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, and Welch—61. 
So the rules were suspended, (two thirds voting 
in favor thereof. ) 
Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. WOODWORTH < stated that Mr. Norton 
was detained from the House by indisposition. 
Mr. ALLISON said: Being one of the mem- 
bers of the Committee on ‘Military Affairs, I 
| deem it due to myself to say that the statement 
that this bill was reported unanimously by that 
| committee is an error. 
_ ‘The question recurring on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time, 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, called the pre- 
vious question. 
The previous question was seconded; and the 
| main question ordered to be put. 
| Mr. H. MARSHALL. Lhope the gentleman 
| from Tennessee will not insist upon the previous 
| question, as we want to make amendments to the 
bill, so as to provide for others in other parts of 
the country who arein the same position as those 
| provided for in this bill. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I cannot with- 
| draw the previous question. This bill has passed 
the Senate two or three times. 
Mr. FLAGLER. I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 
Mr. SAGE. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 59, nays 115; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Henry Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, 
| Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coliax. Cumback, Dam- 
rell, Day, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Etheridge, Flagicr, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Granger, Harlan, Hodges, 


Knight, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, 
McVarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Parker, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Ready, Sabin, Sage, 
| Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, 


j 
| Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, George W. Jones, | 
! 


appan, Thor- 


Washburne—59. 


Barclay, Barksdale, Hendicy 8. Bennett, Benson, Bishop, 


Comins, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Jacob C. Davis, De 
Witt, Dowdell, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, Emrie, Eng- 
lish, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 
Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, 
Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Hughston, Jewett, Keitt, 
Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Knapp, Lake, Lumpkin, Mace, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, 
MecMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Miilson, Millward, 
| Moore, Morrison, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, 
| Paine, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quit- 

man, Reade, Ricaud, Roberts, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, 
| Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
| liam R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, Stranahan, Tal- 
| bott, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Walker, Cad- 
| walader C. Washburne, Isracl Washburne, Watkins, 
Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Wood, 
| Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
| and Zollicoffer—115. 


| So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
| table. 
} 


Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I voted to lay this 
bill upon the table. I do not know but I am in 
error; and I ask the gentleman from Tennessee 
| to withdraw the previous question to enable me 
to ask the chairman of the Committee on Military 


| Affairs a question. 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. SAGE. I call for the reading of the re- 

rt. 
PoThe SPEAKER. That would bein the nature 
question, which precludes it. F 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Will it be in order 
to have the bill read in? 

The SPEAKER. It may be read again. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. 


ington, Trafton, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, and Eilihu B. | 
NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Allen, Ball, Barbour, | 


Bocock, Bowie, Brenton, Broom, Burnett, John P. Camp- | 
bell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, || 


Then I call for the | 
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} reading, and call the particular attention of the 
|| House to some of its provisions, 

The bill was accordingly read. 

Mr. STANTON. I would like to know of the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
how much it will require to satisfy these claims: 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. [ object to any 
further debate. y 

Mr. STANTON. Then I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the main question was ordered 
to be put. 

Mr. WALKER. I trust my friend from Tep. 
nessee will withdraw his objection, and allow the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Quirman,} the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
to explain the bill. : 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I will make yo 
objection to any explanation which it is necessary 
to make. 


| 
i 
| 
j 
} 
| 











| Mr. BARCLAY. I object. 
| Mr. WADE, Is there a report accompanying 
the bill? 


The SPEAKER. There is; but it cannot be 
read. The question is upon the motion to recop. 
sider the vote ordering the main question to be 


ut. 

Mr. WALKER. I move that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

Mr. STANTON. Upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

r. HOUSTON. If the House should now 
pass from the consideration of this bill, would it 
not come up as the first business in order to-mor- 
row morning? 

The SPEAKER. The main question has been 
ordered, and the question must be now disposed 


of. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Is it now in order to make 
a motion that the House go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
TheSPEAKER. It is not at this time, as the 
previous guestion has been ordered. 


1} 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I would make the inquiry 
| 


3 





of the Chair, whether, if the House decline to 
|| order the main question to-day, this bill will not 
1 come up to-morrow, as the previous question is 
|, seconded ? 

|| TheSPEAKER. The main question has been 
| ordered. 

| Mr. CLINGMAN. I thought that the main 
|| questign had not been ordered. 

|| Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Will the House 
| allow me to state that objection will be made by 
|| some one to all debate to come up? I am so in- 
| formed. There is no need, therefore, of this delay, 
but let us take a vote on the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
|| to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
Mr. HOUST@N. Debate on the special order 
|| —the tariff bill—closes at four o’clock to-day. 
|| It is evident that the rest of the day, up to that 
| hour, will be consumed by opposition to this bill, 
|| and as it will come up to morrow, I appeal to the 
| House to allow me now to submit a motion that 
|| the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 
| Solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union, so as to appropriate the 
| interval up to four o’clock in debating this tariff 
| question. 

| Mr. HERBERT objected. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 


} in the affirmative—yeas 98, nays 82; as follows: 


| YEAS— Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Allen, Ball, Barclay, 

| Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bisho » Bocock, 

| Bowie, Branch, Brenton, Broom, Burnett, Lewis D. Camp- 

bell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Chaffee, Bayard Ciarke, 

Ezra Clark, ee Comins, Cox, Crawford, Davidson, 
i 





Jacob C. Davis, tt, Dowdell Edmundson, Edwards, 
Elliott, Emrie, Eustis, Florence, Foster, Garnett, Goode, 
Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 


Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hughston, 
Jewett, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, King, Lake, Lumpkin, Mace, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, 
McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millward, Moore, Mor- 
rison, Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Peck Pelton, Powell, Quit- 
man, Ricaud, Roberts, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
— A. Smith, William Smith, pote ae Seema 
bott, T hurston, ? T yson , 3 
er, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Wi Wins- 
low, Wood, Woodruff, Daniel B. Wright, and 


Wright 
NAYS— Messrs. Al Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
Benson, Bingham Bis Bradshaw, Buffinton, James 
= Cath, C3 John P. pbell, Clawson, van R. 
othy Davis, Day, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd ; Dunn Dur- 
fee, English, Thomas 
Granger, Robert B. 


’ Harlan, Hodges, oe 
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Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horten, Houston, l] 
Howard, George W. Jones, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, | 
‘nox. Leiter, Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, MeCarty, Kil- 
ee Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nich- 
= packer, Parker, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Ready, Robbins, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, 
Tappan, Thorington, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
haitee, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Woodworth, and Zolli- 
coffer—82. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 


table. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. BROOM stated that he had been requested 
by Mr. Evans to say, that owing to severe indis- || 


osition he (Mr. E.) had been obliged to leave 
the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Is it in order 
now to move to suspend the rules, and to go into | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 


The SPEAKER. Not while the previous 


way; 


question is pending. 
Mr. PERRY called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
ime. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the afirmative—yeas 104, nays 62; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Alien, Ball, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Hendley 8S. Bennett, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, 
Brenton, Broom, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra 
Clark, Clingman, Comins, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, 
Jacob C. Davis, De Witt, Dowdell, Edmundson, Edwards, 
Elliott, Emrie, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, 
Henry M. Fuller, Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, | 
Haven, Herbert, Hughston, Jewett, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, 
King, Lake, Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshall, Max- 
well, McQueen, Millson, Millward, Moore, Morrison, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Paine, Peck, Pelton, Porter, Powell, Puryear, 
Quitman, Ricaud, Roberts, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Sew- 
ard, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Stranalan, Tal- 
bott, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Wake- 
man, Walker, Watkins, Wells, Whitney, Williams, Wins- 
low, Wood, Woodruff, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—104. 

NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Buffinton, James 
H. Campbell, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Daimrell, Day, Dean, Dick, Dick- 
son, Dodd, Flagler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Granger, Harlan, 
Hodges, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, George 
W. Jones, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Letcher, 
Humphrey Marshall, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Parker, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Ready, Rob- 
bins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Tap- 
pan, Thorington, Trafton, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, and 
Cadwalader C. Washburne—62. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

_Mr. STANTON. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move the pre- | 
vious question oh the a of the bill. 

Mr. STANTON. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote whereby the 
House ordered the bill to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to a question of | 
order. Has not the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Smirn] moved the previous question? 

Mr. SMITH,.of Tennessee. 
moved the previous question. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Then 








Mr. STANTON. I rose to a privileged ques- | 
tion, and moved to reconsider the vote by which | 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. That motion comes in between the 
third reading and the vote on the passage of the 
bill. I was recognized by the Chair., I supposed, 
therefore, that I had the floor for the motion to 
reconsider in advance of the call for the previous 
question. 


may be read. I want it to appear in the Globe. 


Yes, I have || 
4 '| the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 

debate is cut off |! m ’ ) re 

while the call for the previous question is pending. | 


; in opulent circumstances. 


| sideration to some of them now. 


j 
| 


' 
| 


| 
| 





I want the evidence on which this bill is to pass | 
the House published, so that everybody may | 


know what the case is. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
to that. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of Whitemarsh B. Seabrook and others, 
nents report: 


Ido not object 


memorialists were members of what was known as | 
the Edisto Island militia of South Carolina, which did effect- || 


ive service in successfully defending a portion of that State, 


accessible to attacks by the military or naval forces of the || 


enemy in the war of 1812, which had been left without the 


| 


} 
| 


means of defense by the General Government. They not 
only were a regularly organized company, always on duty, 





| repelling the advance of the enemy, but they also built two | 


iortifications—one at Big Bay, at the mouth of South Edisto 
Inlet, and the other at the Point of Pines, North Edisto Inlet; 


| both of which fortifications were armed, equipped, and gar- 
| risoned by said company, and were highly useful in several 
| engagements with the enemy. 


The committee refer the 
House to the appended extracts from official reports and 
historical statements to show the services of the said militia. 
From these statements, so appended, it will be seen that 
they were engaged at one time, in concert with Captain 
Kearny, commanding a United States flotilla, against the 
British frigate Hebrus, Captain Palmer, and that Commo- 
dore Dent bears testimony to the valuable services of the 
said militia in that engagement. 

It further appears that the claimants have never received 


| any compensation, cither for their services or the rations, | 
| clothing, fuel, teams, and aminunition, which they fur- 
|; nished at their own expense, nor for the material and labor | 
| expended by them in the construction of the fortifications 


referred to. Until the past few years they have never made | 
any claim therefor, for the reason that formerly they were 
Now changes have taken place, | 
and what was not an object then is a matter of great con- | 
The surviving members | 
of the company and the heirs of those who are deceased | 
now petition Congress to pay them for their services, and to | 
reimburse the moneys they expended. 

The committee think that the claim is an eminently just | 
one. Itis made by men of great character, some of whom | 
have occupied high positions in their State, and their state- | 
ments are sustained by unimpeachable testimony. 

The committee have no means of estimating the value of 


. . . . . | 
their patriotic services, and the extent of their expenditures 


in the service of the country, and have concluded that jus- | 


tice would be more likely to be done both the parties and 
the General Government by an adjudication of the same by | 


Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 


table. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I move that the rules be sus- 


pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the special order. 


question is pending. 


Mr. SMIPFH, of Tennessee. The previous 


I have not withdrawn the 


call. 


The SPEAKER. The previous question has 


| not been seconded. 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Jt has been de- 


manded. 





the Secretary of War; they accordingly report a bill. | 
| 
| 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) I 


do not think that debate isin order. I called the | 


previous question before the gentleman from Ohio | 
obtained the floor, and I was entitled to it accord- | 


ing to the custom of the House. 

Mr. STANTON. Ifthe Chair holds that my 
motion was in time—and I think I have shown 
that it was, for it was a privileged motion which 
intervenes between the third reading of the bill 
and the question on its passage—lI think | have 
a right to debate it. Nodemand for the previous 
question is in order until the Chair states the 
question to be on the passage of the bill. Prior 
to any such statement I rose to a privileged ques- 


tion, and moved to reconsider the vote ordering | 


the bill to be engrossed and read a third time. I 
made that motion, and certainl 
previous question cannot combele the previous 
rivileged motion to reconsider, nor cut off de- 
ate. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The House ordered the bill 


to a third reading, and it was read the third ume. 


Then the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Smit] | 
moved the previous question, and the gentleman | 


from Ohio [Mr. Stanton] moved to reconsider 


the vote whereby the bill was ordered to a third | 


reading. The Chair thinks that it is not debat- 


able. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, if the Chair thinks 
so, I will let the matter go. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, I move to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. CUMBACK. On that I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


acall for the | 


if 








The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


~ 
%). 
i2; 


as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Ball, Barksdale, Hend- | 


ley 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, 


Burnett, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Cainpbetl, Carlile, || 


Caruthers, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clingman, Comins, 
Crawford, Davidson, Jacob C. Davis, De Witt, Dowdell, 
Durfee, Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Florence, 
Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, 
Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hughston, 
Keitt, Kelly, 
S. Marshall, Maxwell, McQueen, Millson, Millward, 
Moore, Morrison, Paine, Peck, Pelton, Porter, Puryear, 


A ; | Quitman, Riecaud, Roberts, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Sew 
I ask that the report in this case*|| ard, Shorter, Samuc! A. Smith, William Smith, William | 
|| R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, | 
Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Walker, Wat- | 
kins, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Wood, Wood- | 


| 


Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, George W. Jones, | 


ruff, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer— 
91. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Buffinton, James 
H. Campbe!!, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Damreli, Timothy Davis, Day, 
Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, 

| Thomas J. D. Fuller, Granger, Harlan, Hodges, Holloway, 


Knapp, Kuight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Hum- 
phrey Marshall, McCarty, McMullin, Killian Miller, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Parker, Pennington, 


The SPEAKER. It has been demanded; but 


that does not preclude the motion of the gentle- 


man from New York, [Mr. Fraczer.] 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. We are now 


acting under a suspension of the rules, and a call 


for the previous question has been made; and I 
raise the point of order that itis not now in order 
to move to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
going into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


The SPEAKER. The Chairisof opinion that 


|| the motion should be in order. 


Mr. HOUSTON.’ If the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Smiru] will withdraw the call for the 
previous question, and move to recommit the bill 


and then call the previous question, the bill will 


be kept from the Speaker’s table, in the event of 
the motion of the gentleman from New York pre- 
vailing. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
tion of order first. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it is 
in order to move to go into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the special 
order for this day. 

Mr. FLAGLER. 
on my motion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I withdraw the 
call for the previous question, and move to recom- 
mit the bill to the Committee on Military#A flairs; 
and on that motion [ call forthe previous question, 

Mr. SAGE. | make the pointoforder whether, 
pending the motion to suspend the rules, the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee can withdraw the call for 
the previous question,and then move to recommit 
the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can with- 
draw the call for the previous question, but it is 
doubtful whether he can put in another motion. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I withdraw the call for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Does the Chair entertain 
the proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee 
to recommit the bill? ® e 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not enter- 
tained. 

The House divided; and there were—ayeg 81, 
noes 50. 

Mr. HERBERT demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bocock and 
Dopp were appointed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
has my motion to recommit been received ? 

The SPEAKER, It has not. It was notin 
order. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Does not the call for the pre- 
vious question, made by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, keep.the bill before the House, and bring 
it up as the first question in order in the morning, 
if we resolve ourselves now into the Committee 


I make the ques- 


Teall for the yeasand nays 


|| of the Whole on the state of the Union? 


Kidwell, King, Lake, Lumpkin, Samuel | 


| 





| 


Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Tappan, Trafton, Wade, | 








The SPEAKER. 
to retain its place. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Then I hope the 
friends of this bill will vote down the motion to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 67, noes 78. 
Mr. SAGE demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. : 
‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 77, nays 89; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Bradshaw, Buffinton, James H. Camp- 
bell, Clawson, Williamson RK. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, 


Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, 
Dean, Dick, Dickson, Durfee, Edwards, Etheridge, Fiagter, 


It does not enable the bill 


Pettit, Pike, Ready, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, || Thomas J. D. Fuiler. sei ig vee B. Hail, Harlan, 


Hodges, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, How- 
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ard, George W. Jones, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, 
Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Milisor:, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Packer, 
Parker, Perry, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Ready, Robbins, Sabin, 
Bage, Bapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Tappan, 
Thorington, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- 
droo, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elliha B. Washburne, 
Iisrac! Washburn, Woodruff, and Woodworth—77. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Allen, Barksdale, Hend- 
ley 8. Bennett, Bocock, howie, Branch, Broom, Burnett, 
John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Chaffee, 
Eara Clark, Clingman, Covode, Crawford, Davidson, Jacob 
C. Davis, De Witt, Dowdell, ‘Edmundson, Emrie, Eustis, 
Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Herbert, Hughston, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, King, 
Knight, Lake, Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshall, Max- 
well, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millward, Moore, Morrison, 
Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Peck, Pelton, Powell, Puryear, 














Quitman, Reade, Ricaud, Roberts, Ruffin, Sandidge, Sav- 


age, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William 
Kt. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, Stranaban, Talbott, 
Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Walker, Wat- 
kins, Wells, Whitney, Williams, Wood, Daniel B. Wright, 
Johan V. Wright, and Zolicoffer—89. 

So the motion of Mr. Fiacier was disagreed 
to. 
Pending the call of the roll, 

A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Sipvery Wes- 
ster, his Private Secretary; and also a message 


informing the Honse that he had approved and || 


signed bills of the following titles: 

An act making appropriations for the support 
of the Military Academy for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1858; 


An act to incorporate the Columbian Institu- 


tion for the instruction of the Deaf and Dumb 
and the Blind; 

An act to incorporate an insurance company in 
the city of Washington; and 

A joint resolution providing for the furnishing 
of a complete set of weights and measures to the 
State of Vermont. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
the previous question be seconded, and the main 
question ordered to be put, I will myself, after a 
motion is received to recommit this bill, move 
that the rules be suspended, and the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr.STANTON. This bill ought not to pass 


under the pressure of the previous question. If || 


the gentleman will withdraw the call for the pre- 
vious question, and move to recommit the bill, 
so that it may come up to-morrow for some dis- 
cussion, I will go with him. : 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I decline to with- 
draw the call for the previous question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the bill be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE moved (at twenty-five 
minutes to three o’clock, p. m.) that the House 
adjourn. 

The metion was disd&greed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 72, nays 91; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw Butlinton, James 
H. Campbell, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, 
Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Flagler, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hodges, Holloway, 
Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, George W. Jones, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter Hum, 
phrey Marshall McCarty Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 

Nou, Murray, Nichols, Parker, Pennington, Perry, Pike, 
Ready, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Sim- 


If the call for | 








suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
i Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
|| Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
|| move that the bill be recommitted to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order pending 
the motion of the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. If that motion is 
received, I will then move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUMBACK. I withdraw my motion for 
that purpose. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move that the 
bill be recommitted to the Committee on Military 

| Affairs, and on that question call for the previous 
question. I move, then, that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. Does this bill come up in 
| the morning hour in its present condition, as the 
| unfinished business of to-day? 

| The SPEAKER. It has not been the practice 
|| of the House to apply a motion to recommit to 
| business from the Committee of the Whole 
| 
| 





House. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Will it not be 


| in order to call up the motion to recommit at any 





|| time after the morning hour has expired ? 

|| The SPEAKER. It will come up in its order 
'| when the House resumes this class of business. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I withdraw all 
| My motions except the call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

| Mr.H. MARSHALL. I desire to know of 
the Chair how many motions a gentleman on 
this floor can make at the same time? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee has the right to move to recommit the bill, 
| and then to move the previous question. Pend- 
|| ing that question, a motion that the rules be sus- 
|| pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
' Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| is in order. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I withdraw my 
| motion to recommit, and insist upon the previous 
| question upon the passage of the bill. 
| Mr. CUMBACK. I withdraw my motion to 
| go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union, for the purpose of allowing the gen- 
'| tleman to move to recommit the bill to the Com- 
|| mittee on Military Affairs. 
| The SPEAKER. It was not competent for the 
| gentleman to withdraw his motign for any special 





| purpose. When withdrawn, it was withdrawn 
| for all purposes. The Chair will state the ques- 
| tion. The House is acting under a suspension of 


the rules, and a motion to recommit will not re- 
| tain the bill in its place, but it will be the first busi- 
| ness in order upon Monday next—the first sus- 
| pension day. 

| Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Willit be in order 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|| to move to postpone the bill until to-morrow, and 

|| upon it call the previous question ? 

|| The SPEAKER. It is in order to move to 

| postpone; but the previous question would pre- 
clude the motion to postpone. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Then I move to 
postpone the bill, and demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr.QUITMAN. lam perfectly willing, for 
| the purpose of facilitating the transaction of busi- 
| ness to-day, that the bill should go over by unan- 
| imous consent; but I will stand here and resist, 


| 
| 





mons, Stanion, Tappan, Thorington, Trafton, Wade, Wal- || because there have been some imputations thrown 
eteharee eralese ers S- Sipahbecne, Elihu B. | out about this bill which I want to meet. 
. 5 2 


NAYS— Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Ball, Barksdale, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce Branch, Brenton, 
Broom, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Chi an, Covode, Crawford, 
Dayidson, Jacob C. Davis, De Witt, Edmunds$n, Elliott, 
Emrie, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 
Garnett, » Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, ty 
Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Lumpkin, Mace 
Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Millward, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Paine, 
Peck, Pelton, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Roberts, 
Ru idge, Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
liam » Sneed, Spinner, Stewart Sernshan, Tynan, 
. Tr : arippe, , Underwood alker, 
Israc] Washburn, Watkins, Wells, Whitney, Witiams, 
Wingiew Woodruff, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. 

Wright—91. 
wan the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
e. 


Mr. CUMBACK. I move that the rules be | 





’ PM WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


| The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
| Mr. WALKER. What is the effect of the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee ? 
The SPEAKER. The previous question will 
reclude the motion to postpone. 
Mr. QUITMAN. I call the previous question 
upon the of the bill. 








I move that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
he state of the Union upon the special order. 

=. EUSTIS. Upon that motion I demand 
te . 

Mr. MORGAN. I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York, moved (at 
three o’clock and five minutes) that the House 


adjourn. 
Mr. PERRY demanded the yeas and nays. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Is it in order to | 





' 
| 

| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, it was 


"February 16, 


a a. 





| The yeas and nays were not ordered, 
The motion was disagreed to. 

| Mr. BRENTON. I wish to inquire of the 
_ Chair whether, if the House now resolves itself 
, into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union, this bill will not be the first thing in 
| order on Monday next? : 

The SPEAKER. It will be first in order on 
the next suspension day. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Then I have no 
| objection to going into the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. ; 
| Mr. HAVEN. In the present state of the 
| public business, I hope that suggestion will be 
adopted, and that we shall go into the Committee 
1 of the Whole now. 

Mr. MORGAN, by unanimous consent, with. 
drew the call for the yeas and nays. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


| The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes. 
| sage from the President of the United States, 


transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 19th ultimo 
requesting him to furnish the House with all 
correspondence and documents not incompatible 
with the public interests relating to Indian affairs 
in the department of the Pacific, those of the In- 
terior, as well as those of the War Department, 
a_ report and document from the Secretary of 
War; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

‘The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Postmaster General, in 
answer to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, making inquiry as to the building of a 
post office at Philadelphia; which was, on motion 
| of Mr. Tyson, referred to the Committee of Ways 
| and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
| The question was then taken upon the motion 
| of Mr. Wasnesurne, of Illinois, and it was agreed 

to. 
| 


| 
| 
| 

} 
| 
| 
j 
} 


THE TARIFF. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. H. Marsuaut in the chair,) and 
| resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
| 566) reducing the duty upon imports, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. HORTON, of Ohio, resumed and con- 
| cluded his speech (commenced on Saturday) on 
| the tariff question. 
| Mr. WAKEMAN then obtained the floor, and 
| addressed the committee on the same question 

until four o’clock, the hour at which all debate 
| on the special order was closed by the resolution 
of the House. 
| The speeches are withheld for revision, and 
| will appear in the Appendix. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. .I believe I am 
entitled to an hour to close the debate; but as the 
usual hour of adjournment has arrived, I will 
leave myself in the hands of the committee. I 
am willing to go on this evening, or to-morrow 
morning, as the committee desire. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. _ 
__ So the committee rose; and Mr. Fautxner 
| having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 
Mr. H. Marsnatt reported that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union had, 
according to order, had the state of the Union 
nerally under consideration, and particularly 
the bill (H. R. No. 566) to reduce the duty upon 
| imports, and for other purposes, and had come to 
| no resolution thereon. 


COMMUNICATIONS REFERRED. 


| On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, sun- 
| dry communications from the Departments ad- 





I move 








i 


| dressed to the Commitee of Ways and Means, 
were referred to that committee, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
discharged from the further consideration of the several pe- 
» lowa, asking an , 

the use of the Un 
States courts, post office, and collection and custom. house, 
and the petition of the ipunsef Reimers yoare XS 
appropriation for the improvement of the Mississi ver 
and tributaries, and that the same be referred to the Coin- 
mittee on Commerce. 
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xORFOLK AND PETERSBURG RAILROAD. | 


Mr. LETCHER. I have been instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means ok 
io report a bill, that it may be read a first an | 
second time, ordered to be printed, and recom- 
mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
jt is a bill for the relief of the Norfolk and Pe- 
tersburg railroad. _ ; 

Mr. McCARTY. I object to that bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move that the 
House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House thereupon (at four o’clock and five 
minutes) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 17, 1857. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Srernen P. Hint. | 











The Journal of yesterday was réad and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. | 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate a communication from the President of 
the United States, communicating, in compliance | 
with a resolution of the 4th August, 1856, re- | 
ports of the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
Secretary of War, in relation to the navigation 
and survey of the frontier lakes; which was read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Sewarp, was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be | 
printed. 


REPORT FROM THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Court of Claims, made in 
obedience to law, of the opinion of that court | 
adverse to the claim of Courtlandt Palmer, and | 
of the decisions of the court in favor of George 
Ashley, administrator of Samuel Holgate, the | 
claim of Thomas Egleston and Joseph Battell, 
the claim of Jane Smith, and the claim of Lu- 
cinda Robinson; accompanied by the following 
bills: 

A bill for the relief of George Ashley, adminis- | 
trator de bonis non of Samuel Holgate, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Egleston & Battell, mer- 
chants, of the city of New York; 

A bill for the relief of Jane Smith, of the county 
of Clermont, State of Ohio; and 

A bill for the relief of Lucinda Robinson, of | 
the county of Orleans, State of Vermont. 

The report was read, and, on motion of Mr. | 
Bropueap, was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


a S a A RE 





Mr. BIGLER presented three petitions of mail 
agents, in the service of the Government, for an | 
increase of compensation; which were referred | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of masters | 
of vessels, and others, engaged .in the commerce | 
of the lakes, praying that the light-house at the 
port of Silver Creek, on Lake Erie, may be con- 
tinued; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. i 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of George || 
H. Giddings, contractor for carrying the mail | 
from Santa Fé, New Mexico, to San Antonio, | 
Texas, praying that the Postmaster General may 
be required to pay him the amount appropriated 
by the act of 3d of March, 1854, as compensation | 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. | 
| 
| 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. @ | 


Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom were referred a memorial of the 
Common Council of the city of Trenton, and two | 
memorials of the Governor, members of the Legis- 
lature, judges, and other citizens of New Jersey, 
reported a bill (8. No. 600) making an appropri- 
ation for the purchase of a site for a custom- 
house, post office, and court-house at Trenton, in 
the State of New Jersey; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move that the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of chiefs, head- 
men, and warriors of the Stockbridge tribe of 
Indians, and a petition of that portion of the 
Stockbridge tribe of Indians who emigrated to the 
Indian territory in 1839. I make this motion 
because the subject-matter to which they relate 
has been disposed of. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Lam instructed by the Com- | 
mittee on Printing to report in regard to the print- 
ing of the Patent Office report. I submitted, on 
the presentation of the Patent Office report to the | 
Senate, an order based on a state of facts which 
the committee, on examination, find does not exist. 
The order was, that the annual report be printed, 
and twenty-seven thousand additional copies of 
the portion relating to arts and manufactures be | 
printed, three thousand for the use of the Com- 
missioner; and fifty-five thousand additional copier | 
of the report in relation to agriculture, five thou- | 
sand for the use of the Commissioner. It turns 
out that the report submitted to us contains only 
the mechanical portion. In view of that order, | 
upon which we report adversely, I offer the fol- | 
lowing: 

Resolved, ‘That there be printed, in addition to the usual | 
number, twenty-seven thousand copies of the annual report | 

| 
| 
| 


of the Commissioner of Patents on arts and manufactures, 
for the year 1856, two thousand of which shall be for the | 
use of the Commissioner of Patents for the purposes of offi- 
cial distribution. 
Under a rule of the Senate, the committee are | 
required to report as to the cost of the printing. | 
The estimate as furnished by the Superintendent | 
of Public Printing is, cost of volume 1, $17,823; | 
cost of volume 2, $21,863; total cost of printing 
the entire report on arts and manufactures in two 
volumes, $39,686 89. Under the instruction of | 
the committee, | submit the resolution which I | 
have read. " 
The resolution was considered by unanimous | 
consent, and agreed to. | 


DISBURSEMENT of PUBLIC MONEY. 


Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the Com- | 
mittee on Finance to report back the bill (S. No. | 
528) to amend an act entitled an act to provide for | 
the better organization of the Treasury, and for | 
the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue. It is an im- 
portant but simple bill, and I ask the Senate by 
general consent to act on it now. It is important | 
that it should be passed at once, that it m@y go | 
to the House of Representatives. It contains | 
a simple provision that disbursing officers may | 
deposit in the nearest depository in order to draw 
on it. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
the bill. It proposes to amend the act to provide | 
.for the better organization of the Treasury, &c., | 


for that service; which was referred to the Com- || approved August 6, 1846, so that every disburs- | 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


sions under the act of February 3, 1853, prayin 
for the passage of an act allowing them arrears of | 
pensions; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of | 
citizens of Portland, Maine, for an oppreyeason 
for the erection of fortifications on Hog Island | 
Ledge, for the greater protection of Portland har- | 
bor; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Military Affairs. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 


Ordered, That Silas Stockwell have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 








PO : || ing officer or agent of the United States, having || 
Mr. PUGH presented a petition of widows of || any money of the United States intrusted to him | 


revolutionary officers and soldiers, receiving pen- || for disbursement, shall be required to deposit the | 
same with the Treasurer of the United States, or | 
ub- 


with some one of the assistant Treasurers or 
lic depositaries, and to draw for it only in favor 


of the person to whom payment is to be made in | 
pursuance of law and instructions, except when | 
payments are to be made in sums under twenty | 
dollars, in which case the disbursing agent may | 
check in his own name, stating that they are to. 
But where there is no conve- | 
ment United States Treasury or depository, the | 
disbursing agent is to keep the money as may be | 
directed by the head of the Department, whiche 
special instructions are to be furnished by the | 


pay small sums. 


Secretary of the Treasury. It directs that the 
Treasurer of the United States, assistant Treas- 
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urers, and public depositors, shall safely keep the 
moneys deposited by any disbursing officer or 
agent, as well as any moneys deposited by any 
receiver, collector, or other person, which ma 

the moneys due or owing to the United States; 
and for a failure to comply with this provision 
- shall be guiity of the crime of embezzlement, 
and subject to the punishment provided for em- 
bezzlement in the act of 1846. It also makes it 
the duty of every person having moneys of the 
United States in his hands, to pay them to the 
Treasurer, assistant Treasurer, or public deposi- 
tary of the United States and take his receipt for 
it in duplicate, and forward one of them forthwith 
to the Secretary of the Treasury; and for a fail- 
ure to make such a deposit when required by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, or any other Depart- 
ment, or the accounting officers of the Treasury, 
the person is to be held guilty of the crime of em- 


bezzlement, and subject to punishment for that 
offense. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The special committee to 
which was referred a resolution of the Senate, 
directing an inquiry into the expediency of so 
amending the 34th rule of the Senate as to reduce 
the number and increase the efficiency of the com- 
mittees, and providing for the appointment and 
compensation of clerks of committees, have had 
the same under consideration, and direct me to 
report the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the following be substituted for the 34th 
rule of the Senate, to take effect from and after the expi- 
ration of the present session of Congress : 

Rule 34. The following standing committees shall be ap- 
pointed at the commencement of each session, with leave 
to report by bill or otherwise : 

A Committee on Foreign Relations, to consist of seven 
members. 

A Committee on Finance, to consist of seven members. 

A Committee on Commerce, to consist of seven mem- 
bers. 

A Committee on Military Affairs and Militia, to consist 
of five members. 

A Committee on Naval Affuirs, to consist of five mem- 
bers. 

A Committee on the Judiciary, to consist of seven mem- 
bers. 

A Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to con- 
sist of seven members. 

A Committee on Public Lands, to consist of seven mem- 
bers. 

A Committee on Private Land Claims, to consist of five 
members. 

A Committee on Indian Affairs, to consist of seven mem- 
bers. 

A Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims, to 
consist of five members. 

A Committee on Claims, to consist of five members. 

A Committee on the District of Columbia, to consist of 
seven members. 

A Committee on Patents and the Patent Office, to con- 
sist of five members. 

A Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to con- 
sist of five members, who shall have power also to act 
jointly with the same Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

A Committee on Territories, to consist of seven mem- 
bers. 

A Committee on the Library, to consist of five members. 

A Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate, to consist of five members, to whom 
shall be referred all resolutions directing the payment of 
money out of the contingent fund of the Senate, or cre- 
ating a charge on the same. 

A Committee on Printing, to consist of three members, 
to whom shall be referred every question on the printing 





oOo 


| of documents, reports, or other matter transmitted by either 


of the Executive Departments, and all memorials, petitions 
accompanying documents, together with all other matter 
the printing of which shall be moved, excepting bills ori- 
| ginating in Congress, resolutions offered by any Senator, 
| communications from the Legislatures, or conventions law- 
| fully called, of the respective States, and motions to print 
by order of the standing committees of the Senate. Mo- 
tions to print additional numbers shall likewise be referred 
to said committee ; and when the report shall be in favor 
of printing additional numbers, it shall be accompanied by 
an estimate of the probable cost; and it shall be the duty 
of such Committee on Printing to report, in every case, in 
| one day, or sooner, if practicable; the said committee shall 
| also supervise and direct the ee of maps and draw- 
ings accompanying documents ordered to be printed. 

A Committee on En Bilis, to consist of three mem- 
bers, whose duty it shall be to examine all bills, amend- 
ments, resolutions, or motions, before they go out of the 
possession of the Senate ; and shall deliver the same to the 
Secretary of the Senate, who shall enter upon the Journal 
that the same have been correctly engrossed. 

A Committee op Enrolled Bills to consist of three mem- 
bers. 

Each of the foregoing committees shall be entitled to em- 
ploy a clerk, with the exception of the following, which 

| shall not be entitled toa clerk, viz: 
| 1. The Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
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2. The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

3. The Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate. 

4. The Cagiumittee on the Library. 

5. The Committee on Engrossed Bills. 

6. The Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

The clerks of the Committees on Finance, Printing, and 
Claims, shall be permanent clerks, at a salary of §! 860 per 
annum. 

The clerks employed by all the other committees shall 


receive a compensation of six dollars per diem during the | 


time of their actual employment, and at the close of the 
second session of each Congress chal! be entitled to an 


extra compensation, equal to the amount of their per diem | 


for sixty days. 


I move the printing of the report, if it can be 
done to-day. 1 shal! move to take up the subject 
to-morrow morning in the morning hour. 

Mr. JONES, of [owa. Is it in order to offer an 
amendment, to be printed at the same time with 
the proposed rule? 

The p 
been taken up. It is moved to print the report. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


EXPLORATION OF THE NIGER. 


Mr. TOOMBS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 


the expediency of exploring the river Niger, in Africa, and 
report by bill or otherwise. 


COLLECTIONS OF NATURAL HISTORY. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- | 


Intion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent. and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be directed 


to inquire into the expediency of preserving Lie collections 
of natural history made by the late surveying expedition to 


Behring’s Straits, and of publishing a brief analysis thereof. | 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SEWARD asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to bring in a bill (S. No. 


$99) further to amend **An act to provide for | 
the better security of the lives of passengers on | 
board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by || 


steam, aud for other purposes;’’ which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


PUNISHMENT OF CRIME. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I hope || Resolved further, That there be paid him out of the con- 
the Senate will consent to take up a bill which || tingent fund of the Senate such suin as will make his pay 


has been reported from the Committee on the 
Judiciary. It has been drawn carefully, and it 
is necessary to pass it, in order to send it to the 


474) more effectually to provide for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States, 
and for other purposes. It is to amend a defect | 
in the criminal law. All that is necessary is to 
get it passed here, and send it down to the other 
House. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in | 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
the bill. It provides that if any person or per- | 
sons upon the high seas, or in any arm of the 
sea, or in any river, haven, creek, basin, or bay, | 
within the admiralty jurisdiction of the United | 
States, and out of the jurisdiction of any partic- | 
ular State, shall unlawfully and willfully, but | 
without malice aforethought, strike, stab, wound, | 


or shoot at any other person, of which striking, | 
stabbing, wounding, or shooting such person shall | 
afterwards die upon land, within or without the 
United States, every person so offending, and his 
or her counselors, aiders, and abettors, shall be | 
deemed guilty of the crime of manslaughter; and | 
upon conviction thereof shall be punished as is 
provided for in this bill. The second section pro- 
vides that, in the same jurisdiction, an attempt 
to commit the crime of murder or manslaughter, | 
by poisoning, drowning, or strangling another 
person, or by any means not constituting the 
offense of an assault with a dangerous weapon, 


RESIDENT protempore. It has not yet | 





|| Iwill state that at the commencement of the 
, ; ; | last Congress, the Ist of December, 1854, the 
House of ne sentatives. It is the bill (S. No. | Sergeant-at-Arms appointed aie) Wacevett ia the 
|| capacity of laborer; 

|| from that time in charge of the south door of the 


|| ber of the body—a very worthy and faithful em- 
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|| MBions of this act are to be repealed by this act; 
} but this repeal is not to affect any act done before, || 
‘or any prosecution pending at the time of the 
passage of this act. All such acts are to be in- 
| dictable and punishable, and all such prosecutions 
are to be proceeded with as the same would have 
\| been indictable, and punishable, and proceeded 
| with, if this act had not been passed. 
| The bilt was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
' reading, read the third time, and passed. 


} INTEROCEANIC CANAL. 
| On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, the Senate 


proceeded to consider the following resolution, 
submitted by him yesterday: 





| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
|| to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Secretary 
|| of War and of the Navy, under direction of the President 
| of the United States, to employ such officers of the Army 
and Navy as they may think proper, to make such explora- 
tion and verification of several surveys already made for a 
ship canal near the Isthmus of Darien, to connect the 
waters of the Pacific with the Adantic by the Atrato and 
Truanda rivers, in compliance with the suggestions con- 
| tained in the memorial of the Board of Trade of the city of 
| Philadelphia, and the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, 
dated the 8th of August, 1856, and the letter of the Secre- 
| tary of War, dated the 13th of August, 1856. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. As thisis only a resolution 
of inquiry on a very important subject, referring 
a very important question to the Committee on 
Commerce, I presume there will be no objection 
to its passage now. I could state, at some Gant, 
the reasons why it should be adopted; but I for- 
bear to do so, because the session is fast drawing 
toaclose. It refers the whole question, together 
with the papers on the subject, to the Committee 
| on Commerce. 
| The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have here some letters 
|| on the subject, which I beg leave to refer, with 
'| the resolution, to the Committee on Commerce. 
They were so referred. 


EMPLOYMENT OF A MESSENGER. 


| Mr. FOOT. I offer the following resolution, 


| and I ask for its present consideration: 


| Resolved, That Preston Sterrett be and hereby is ap- 


| pointed a messenger to the Senate, his appointment to take 
| place from the lst day of February, 1857, and to continue 
until otherwise ordered by the Senate. 



























| 


| 


equal to that of the other messengers for the time he has 
| been performing the duties of messenger. 


ughe has been employed 


| 


_ reporters’ gallery, during the sittings of the Sen- 
/ate. In the morning, before the opening of the 
session, and in the evening after its close, he has 
been uniformly and at all times employed in 
the folding-room as the messengers are, and also 
| during the recess of Congress. Having been, 
| during all this time, pee the service of a 
messenger, it would seem to be but just and right 
that Me should be paid the compensation of a 
messenger. This is the whole of the case. Who 
the Mr. Sterrett named in the resolution is, and 
what he is, I presume is known to every mem- 


| 








| 
| 


_employé of thisbody. I hope the resolution will 
| pass, 

| The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


SWAMP LANDS. 


Mr. STUART. There is an important public 

| bill on the Calendar which has been here some 
time, and ought to be disposed of during the pres- 
ent Congress. It originated here, and unless dis- || 
osed of very soon it will not be reached in the || 
Heats of Representatives. 1 allude to the bill to || 
confirm to the several States the swamp land se- 


| 


February 17, 


chasers of swamp lands from the States in which 
the same are situated. ~ 

The bill was reported by the Committee on 
Public Lands with an amendment, to strike out 
all after the enacting clause, and insert a subsij. 
tute. 

The provisions which the committee pro 
to iattine out are in these words: 0 


That where the duly-constituted authorities of any State 
shall have sold or disposed of any tract or tracts of land 
selected under the provisions of the act of Co ap. 
proved September 28, 1850, entitled “ An act to enable the 
State of Arkansas 2nd other States to reclaim the swam 
lands within their limits,’”? which have not been or 
not be finally approved as such under said act, the holders 
of certificates by purchase from said authorities of sych 
State shall, on exhibiting the save to the register and re. 
ceiver of the proper local land office, have the exclusive 
privilege of purchasing the lands from the United States, if 
there be no valid interfering rights, or settlement and culti. 
vation on the part of another party, existing at the date of 
such application, at the same rates and on the same terms 
and conditions as established by law for the sale and dis. 
posal of the public lands of the United States, if applieq 
for within sixty days after the public notice which shal! be 
given by the register and receiver of the district in which 
the lands are situated, of the rejection of such selection: 
Provided, That this act shall only operate upon lands which 
were subject to private entry at tie ume of their selection 
by the State. 


The substitute is as follows: 


That the selections of swamp and overflowed lands 
granted to the several States by the act of Congress approved 
September 28, 1850, entitled “‘An act to enable the State of 
Arkansas and other States to reclaim the swamp lands 
within their limits,’? heretofore made and reported to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, so far as the 
same shal] remain vacant and unappropriated, and not in- 
terfered with by an actual settlement under any €Xisting law 
of the United States, be, and the same are hereby, con- 
firmed, and shall be approved and patented to the said 
several States, in conformity with the provisions of the act 
aforesaid, as soon as may be practicable after the passage 
of this law: Provided, however, That nothing in this act 
contained shall interfere with the- provisi of the act of 
Congress entitled “An act for the relief pr tan and 
locators of swamp and overflowed lands,” approved March 
2, 1855, which shall be, and is hereby, continued in force, 
and extended to all entries and locations of lands claimed 


| as swamp lands made since its passage. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I submit to the chairman of 
the Committee on Public Lands, whether there is 
not an unintentional omission in the amendment 
reported by the committee. It does not include 
the lands granted to the State of Louisiana in 
1848 or 1849. If 1 can get the date and title of 
the act, | presume the Senator will not object 
to have it amended in that particular, so as to 
apply to all cases. The chairman will recollect 
there are two acts by which swamp lands are 
granted to the State of Louisiana, one dated in 
1849 and one in 1850, when Louisiana was in- 
cluded in the grants of lands made to other States. 

Mr. STUART. I was not aware of the fact 
to which the honorable Senator alludes; but I 
will inquire of him whether a law passed at the 
last session in regard to swamp lands in Lou- 
isiana does not expressly cover everything con- 


nected with it? 


Mr. SLIDELL. I think not. Ihaveno knowl- 
edge of any such law. There can be no possible 
objection tothe amendment. The act te which | 
refer is of the date of the 2d of March, 1849, and 
it is to aid the State of Louisiana in draining the 
swamp lands therein. Let us amend this amend- 
ment by adding after the description of the other 
act, after the word ‘ limits,’’ the words ‘‘ and the 
act of the 2d of March, 1849, entitled ‘ An act to 
aid the State of Louisiana in draining the swamp 
lands therein.’ ” 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment as amended was adopted. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
and the amendments were concurred in. It was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read, ‘‘ A bill to 
confirm to the several States the swamp and over- 
flowed lands selected under the act of September 
28, 1850, and the act of the 2d of March, 1849.” 


such offender, upon conviction thereof, shall be  lections under a former act of Congress. A great 
unished by imprisonment, with or without hard | deal of difficulty has grown up in several of the 
abor, fora period not exceeding three years,and States on the subject; and the Committee on Pub- 
a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, at the | lic Lands, on consultation with the Department, 
discretion of the court; and the crime of man-| matured a bill which is very short, and has been 
slaughter, as provided for by this act, and all! inspected, I believe, by nearly every Senator 
othér acts heretofore passed, is to be punished by | whose State is interested, and they are satisfied 
imprisonment, with or without bond leben, fora | with it. I move to take up that bill. 
period not exceeding three years, and a fine not The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
exceeding one thousand dollars, at the discretion 


of the court. All acts inconsistent with the pro- | the bill (S. No. 110) for the relief of the pur- 


ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider | the public pong " 
read twice by its title. 


DISPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I gave notice the 
| other day of my intention to ask leave to intro- 
| duce a bill. I now ask leave to introduce it, and 


I shall accompany the introduction of it with 
some explanatory remarks. : 

Leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
| 601) to secure to all the States some greater meas- 
ure of justice and equality in the distribution of 

nd their proceeds; which was 
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“Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 wish to submit | 
some remarks in reference to the propriety of 
having this bill printed and brought to the con- 
sideration of the Senate without referring it to 
any committee. No subject, in my opinion, be- 
fore the Senate, can be considered as of much 
ereater importance than I think the provisions of 
this bill will be found to be. The tenor and sub- 
stance of it may be inferred from the title of the 
bill, which has been read. oo) 

It proposes to do some measure of justice to 
those States of the Union to which no grants of 
nublic land have been made for the reason that || 
there were no “este lands at the disposal of Con- | 








I wish further to state that it will be found in || extend this additional pay to any person serving 
the provisions of this bill, that no change is pro- || as chaplain at any post of the Army. 
— in the policy of this Government in making || The Committee on Military Affairs reported 
iberal grants of public lands to the States in whic the bill, with an amendment to add the following 
the — domain lies, for the purpose of aiding || additional sections: 
In the construction of railroads and canals. Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That from and after the 
leave that altogether untouched—I leave that pol- || Passage of this act additional or double rations for command 


icy to operate as heretofore, however beneficial it pred nye or ae - mee ee the ae 
may be to those States beyond anything i xc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the words “ non- 
by the otherStates. On this ground I trust [ shall || commissioned officers, musicians, and privates,” in the first 


meet with no opposition to this bill from the mem- || Section of the act entitled “ An act to increase the pay of 


| bers of the Senate representing the new States. It || ‘he rank and file of the Army, and to encourage enlist- 


sire : ments,” approved August 4, 1854, shall be construed to in- 
prepense no limitation of oe except such || clude all enlisted men of the Army of the United States. 
i i 


mitation as Congress in its discretion ought to Mr. WELLER. I desire to amend the amend- 





gress within those States. I think the time has 





impose under all circumstances. It affords no 


: : ~ \-- 
come when every gentleman will see the ~~ | ground for hostility on the — of the large pro- || mant reportemrey the Committee 8, Semmes 
n 


ety of doing something a this subject. e 
make large, liberal, and 

some cases very extravagant, grants of public | 
lands to the land States, to aid in the construction 
of railroads with ae little consideration, and 
sometimes with very little knowledge of the ob- | 
jects to which these lands are appropriated. As | 
an example I will‘mention that only a few days 
ago, without any serious opposition, a bill passed 
this body with the understanding, on my part | 


ii 


at least, that the amount appropriated to these || States which have received no grants of this de- 
objects in the Territory of Minnesota did notex- || scription, but falling very far short of an equal 


ceed three millions of acres; but I have been since |; 
informed upon what I consider very reliable au- | 
thority, that the minimum quantity granted by 
that bill may probably be estimated at five mil- 
lions of acres. 

The bill that has just passed the Senate in re- 
lation to the difficulties which have arisen under 


| 


| 

think I might say in || sent constituencies in the land States. 
| 
| 


| Affairs, so as to carry out the object. I propose, 
| as a substitute for the third section originally re- 
| ported by the committee, the following: 

Sec. 3. ind he it further enacted, That hereafter double 
rations for command of posts garrisoned with troops are 
prohibited ; and all laws and regulations contrary to the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. RUSK. I trust the chairman of the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs will explain the effect 
| of that amendment. 

Mr. WELLER. The amendment is to pre- 
vent cutting off the double rations allowed under 
a special act to the Adjutant General and Quar- 
termaster General, and confine the reduction to 


portion of the members of the Senate who repre- 

Again, sir, in framing some measure of justice 
and equality to the other States, taking as the basis 
the quantity of iands granted to the new States, I 
do not propose that the actual value of the lands to 
the new States shall be charged to them, but sim- 
ply the minimum price of one dollar and twenty- 
five cents; and upon that basis I attempt to do 
some &mall measure of justice aleien those 


measure of distribution or proportion. I propose 


| 


no grants of land to any State in which there are 


no public lands. This has always been objected | 
to by the new States, upon the ground that it was |! 
\| unbecoming the dignity of any land State that || 
|| other States, co-sovereigns, co-members of the || 
Union, should be the proprietors or holders of a || 


the grant of swamp lands to the various land || portion of the public domain within their limits. 


States* of the Union, exhibits, in some degree, | 


doing something of the nature proposed by the 
bill | have now introduced. I understand that 
the quantity of swamp lands reported for selec- 
tion in the different States under that grant, made 
some siX years ago, amounts to about forty-two 
millions of acres, thirty millions of which have 
already received the approval of the Department. 
[ might state further upon the opinions and rep- 
resentations of those who have examined the 


I concede, if not the entire validity of that ob- 
or will exhibit when considered in connection || jection, yet force enough to it to defeat any meas- | 
with that subject, the propriety and justice of || ure proposing such grants. In lieu of them, I 


| propose to pay over to the States, or to distribute 


among the States who have received no portion 


| of the public domain in grants for internal im- 
| provements of any kind, a sufficient amount of | 
| the proceeds of the sales of the public lands as will | 


| make them all equal in respect to the enjoyment 
of that property, as far as I consider expedient 


| and practicable to attempt such equality. Upon | 


| that principle I assume, as a maximum beyond 
which no State of the Union, not even the larg- 

| est, the State of New York, shall receive in money | 

| value (estimating the lands at one dollar and 

| twenty-five cents an acre) an amount equal to the 

| largest quantity of lands granted to any one State 
or Territory. Then I regulate or adjust the claims | 


subject more carefully than myself, that a very 
large proportion of those selections made under 
that grant, have been of lands as valuable as 
most of the Mississippi bottom lands, or of the 
other rivers upon which these swamp lands were 
supposed to lie. 


I wish to call the attention of the Senate to | of the other States in the ratio of their respective || 


some three or four additional statements with |, representations in the two Houses of Congress; | 
regard to the*quantities of lands granted hereto- || so that, when the provisions of the bill come to | 
fore to what are called the land States. There || be looked into and be understood, it will be found 
have been donations to individuals or settlers, and || to fall very far short of equal justice. It only 
for the support of schools and universities, to the || provides for distribution of iol et of the 
amount of forty millions five hundred thousand || proceeds of the sales of public lands as shall 
acres, and grants for internal improvements of || come up to that maximum proposed to be granted | 
various kinds, besides the five per centum allowed || to the largest State in the Union, and allow no 
to the land States on the sales of public lands, ten || State to receive any greater amount. With regard | 
millions of acres; grants for railroads, twenty || to the particular States which have been most | 
millions of acres by the estimate which I am en- || favored by the appropriations of public lands, viz: | 
abled to make; of these, seventeen millions of acres || Iowa, Illinois, and Michigan, we have no power | 
within the last feur years; prior to that time three || to reduce them to that standard of justice which | 
millions twenty-five thousand acres; making, in || I propose for the other States. The grants have | 
the whole, twenty millions sixty-one thousand | been made to them 
acres to aid the States in which the lands lie to || 
construct railroads. || inform the Senator from Tennessee that the hour 
I do not propose any measure which can do || of twelve o’clock has arrived, the time fixed fur 
full justice to the old States. Indeed, all that it || the consideration of the special order, and it is 
is in our power to do, or which it is expedient to || the duty of the Chair to call it up. The special | 
do at all events, is to approximate towards justice || order for twelve o’clock is the bill (H. R. No. | 
in the enjoyment of the public domain by all the || 782) to increase the pay of the officers of the | 
States of the Union. Notwithstanding the large || Army. 
amounts of grants | have named, and other grants | 
for internal improvements reaching to eighty or || 
ninety millions es I propose for these grants || 
no return or no adequate approximate grant to 
the States in which there ae no bite lands. PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. 
This bill takes into account sim ly the lands || The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
granted to railroads and canals, taking no notice || Whole, to consider the bill (H. R. No. 782) to in- 
or making no account of the swamp lands granted, || crease the pay of the officers of the Army, which 
no account of any of the improvements for which || provides that fr@m and after the commencement 
ten million acres were granted at once, except to || of the present fiscal year, the pay of each com- 
eanals and the improvement of rivers, for which || missioned officer of the Army, including military 
alternate sections were granted. Thatis the lim- || storekeepers, shall be increased twenty dollars 
itation of the special grants which have been made | per month, and that the commutation price of offi- 
to the land States, for which I propose some | cers’ subsistence shall be thirty cents per ration. 
adequate corresponding grants to the remaining | It authorizes the Secretary of War, on the recom- 
States of the Union. | mendation of the council of administration, to 

















me be postponed until to-morrow morning. 
he motion was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair must \| 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I ask that my bill | 


those officers who command garrisoned posts. 

Mr. [VERSON. The proposition before the 
Senate, as I understand, is to abolish what are 
called in the Army regulations ‘ double rations.’’ 
I hope it will not be adopted. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg leave to suggest to 
the Senate whether it is proper for us to make 
these amendments to this bill. It is a bill pro- 
viding increased pay to the Army officers—a 


|, thing very much needed, as we all admit. I sub- 


mit to the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, whether, if we send back this bill to the 
House of Representatives, we do not incur some 
hazard of its being lost?) On Saturday morning 
we were told, when the military road bills came 
from the House of Representatives, that if we 
amended tem, they would not pass the House 
of Represeutatives, but would be lost. Now, 
sir, do we not run the same risk in regard to tinis 
bill? ‘These amendments I should be quite will- 


ing to adopt; but we can adopt them hereafter on 
some other bill. I am desirous that the bill 
should be passed without them. It seems to me 
that they »re not of sufficient importance for us 
to hazard the billon them. I am willing to take 


the bill as it came from the House of Represent- 
atives. 

Mr. WELLER. It will be utterly impossible 
for me to vote for this bill as it came from the 
House of Representatives without making some 
attewpt to amend it. [I know that many of those 
who desire an increase of the pay of officers of 
the Army desire that this provision should be 
made on the Army appropriation bill; but this 
bill, as passed by the House of Representatives, 
will increase the expenses of the Government 
between $600,000 and $700,000. I am unwilling 
to give this extraordinary compensation to the 
officers of the Army without at the same time 
striking at what I consider a very great abuse in 
the Army—I mean double rations. The direct 
expense of the double ration under this bill would 
only amount to something over $40,000; but 1 
am satisfied, from the examinations I have made 
at the quartermaster’s department, that the allow- 
ance of double rations increases the expense of 
the quartermaster’s department between $600,008 
and $700,000 per annum. Although the direct 
cost of the double ration is only about $40,000, 
the increased expenses, in consequence of the cs- 
tablishment of so many military posts, cannot be 
less than $600,000 or $700,000. I desire to abol- 
ish this practice. There is a very strong induce- 
ment to keep up a military post long after the 
public uses require it, because the commandant 
of that post is drawing double rations. There 
is, therefore, a strong parr inducement to 
remain at the post longer than the public interest 
demands. They are sometimes sent off into the 
frontier for the purpose of giving protection to a 
settlement; and the settlement springs up around 
until they are sufficiently strong to defend and 
protect themselves; but the military post remaina 
there because tlic officer in command is drawing 
double rations. I desire to abolish it. 
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Mr, BRODH EAD. I desire to inquire if these | 


posts would remain in thet position if the Secre- 
tary of War did his duty? pute) 

Mr. WELLER. | apprehend it is very difli- 
cult for the Secretary of War to ascertain what is 
going on atan Army post in California, or Wash- 
ington, or Oregon Territory. A military post may 
be kept up twelve months after the public interest 
has ceased to demand its existence, on accouat 
of the double rauion system. 

Mr, RUSK. 1 think the whole of these amend- 


ments ought to be rejected, If there is an abuse | 


in regard to double rations in the Army, (which I 
do not think there is,) we should not interfere with 
them in this bill providing for incrgasing the pay 
which all parties think ought to be increased, The 
pay, as it stands now, I believe, was adopted in 
1806—certainly as far back as 1812. While the 
salaries of almost all other officers of the Govern- 
ment have been increased, the Army salaries have 
never been increased atall, The bill, as it came 
from the House of Representatives, does not 
change or allow double rations. It is very sim- 
ple: 

“That from and after the commencement of the present 


fiseal year the pay of the commissioned officers of the Army, 
including military storekeepers, shall be increased twenty 


dollars per month, and that the commutation price of offi- 


cers’ subsistence shall be thirty cents per ration.”’ 


This is all there is of the bill. The increase is 
twenty dollars a month to each of the officers of 
the Army. It is a large percentage of increase 
upon the pay of the inferior officers of the Army, 
and ought to be so, because they have not received 


enough to live upon. It is a very small increase |, 


upon the pay of the superior officers of the Army. 
The commutation price of the ration is now twenty 
cents. This bill increases it fifty per cent. 

It is said by the honorable chairman of the 


Committee on Military Affairs that the double | 
rations are an abuse. They have existed, I | 
believe, during the whole time of the existence | 


of the Government, and, in my opinion, there is 
an eminent propriety in them. The commandant 
of a post is bound to entertain, and upon the 


frontier he is bound to incur, heavy additional | 


expenses, besides the cost of his own living; and 


his rations, it seems to me, ought not to be re- | 


duced, They certainly ought not to be reduced 


in this way, at the hazard of a bill of so much | 
importance as this. The amendment as reported | 


proposed ‘that, from and after the passage of 
this act, additional or double rations for command 
are prohibited.’? That is now to be amended, so 
as to allow everybody here who obtains double 
rations to retain them, and strike them off from 
the commanders of your posts, The only reason 

iven for that by the honorable Senator from 
Galifornia is, that there is an abuse in the estab- 
lishment of posts. These officers cannotestablish 
posts. It is the fault of the Secretary of War if 
abuseg exist. Ido not know how it may be in 


California or Oregon; but certainly in my State, | 


which has a very extended frontier, there is no 
abuse in the establishment of these posts. 


The other amendment I cannot well under- | 


stand. It is: 


Sec. 4. nd be ul further enacted, That the words “ non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates” in the first 
section of the act eutitied * An act to increase the pay of 


the rank and file of the Army, and to encourage enlist- | 


ments,”? approved August 4, 1354, shall be construed to 


include all enlisted men of the Army of the United States. 


Mr. WELLER. | will explain that if the 
Senator desires. Before | explain it, I will cor- 
rect a statement of the honorable Senator from 
Texas in regard to the increase of the pay of the 
Army. He says we have increased the pay of 
all the other officers of the Government and let 
the Army alone. In 1854, we increased the pay 
of privates from eight to twelve dollars a month. 

Ir. RUSK. I said we had not inergased the 
pay of officers of the Army. 

Mr. WELLER. This is a provision to in- 
crease the compensation of officers of the Army. 
In 1854, when we passed an act increasing the 
pay of the non-commissioned officers and privates 
of the Army, we intended that it should cover all 
enlisted men; buta construction was given at the 
War Department which excluded the ordnance 
men. hey were eulisted men, and we thought 
were entitled to the increased pay; but by the 
construction of the Department they were ex- 


cluded. The only object of this fourth section - 
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r | and I trust I shall be indulged in making a few . 








is to place them on an equal footing with othe 





enlisted tr . remarks in opposition to it. I think it wrong jy 
|| Mr, RUSK. Thet may be easily done on any | principle,and it ought not to be adopted. [t pro. 
| appropriaion bill. This section requires, in my |) poses to abolish what are called doubie rations to 


|| judgment, some additional phraseology. It says 
"the act shall extend * to all enli men,”’ I 
know there are many enlisted men about here as 

messengers who do not properly belong to the 
|| Army. It is a matter which, in my judgment, 
|| ought to be investigated, If itis intended simply 
|| to eover those named, why not apply it to men 
in the Ordnance department expressly ? 


the commanders of military posts. What are the 
double rations? It is possible that many Sena. 
tors do not understand what is meant by the 
system of double rations, and may think, as doeg 
the Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Cray,] as | 
infer from his remarks, that the double rations 
extend to all the rations to which an officer may 
be entitled under the law. Thatis not so. Th. 
|| Mr. WELLER. There is no difference in the || double rations extend only to the amount of 
| result. I said before that none are excluded by || original rations to which the officer is entitled 
| the construction given at the Department except || according to his grade. It does not extend to 
| ordnance men, and the object is to include them. || whatis called the * old fogy’’ or longevity ration, 
| The class of men of whom the Senator speaks || or any other extra rations. For instance, take 
have had the benefit of the increased pay accord- || the case of a captain who is put in command 
ing to the construction of the Department, butthey || of a military garrison, post, or arsenal. By his 
| have excluded ordnance men alone, and the object || grade he is entitled to four rations; and then, as 
| of this section is to embrace them. commandant of a military post, he is entitled to 
| Mr. RUSK. I will vote for an amendment to || eight rations—four more than his grade. He 
/an appropriation to include the ordnance men, || doubles the four rations; but if he is entitled to 
|| and that can be easily done without hazarding ar rations for longevity and length of ser. 
|| this bill. I should prefer, when voting for it, to || vice, he is not entitled to double all those. The 
| say ‘ordnance men’’ expressly. The section is || doubling applies only to the original number of 
| general in its terms, and I do not know myself || rations to which the officer is entitled according 
how far it extends; but itis a matter which, in || to his grade. 
T any Joma ought to be inquired into, Now, what is the amount of that? The Sen- 
pon the whole, sir, 1 think the proposed in- || ator from California has very prnpeay stated that 
crease of the pay of the officers of the Army is || the whole amount of the double rations allowed 
moderate and proper. It applics to the lower || to the officers of the Army in command of our 
grade of officers in greater proportion than to the || military posts, does not exceed $40,000 a year. 
higher. These other matters, if they are abuses, || There are one hundred military posts, eee, 
can be very easily remedied without hazarding || and arsenals—I think one hundred and eight or 
the passage of this bill. 1 do not believe they are || one hundred and ten. The average quantity of 
abuses. I think, on the contrary that time and || rations allowed to the officers in command ofthem 
| experience have shownthey are notabuses. Why || does notexceed fiveaday. These are the rations 
not attack them before? They have existed ever || of a major; and that is about the average amount 
since we have had an Army. The reason is evi- || of rations allowed to the officers in command of 
dent; the man who commands a post is bound to || thdse five posts. Five rations a day, at twenty 
entertain travelers and persons in distress, and || cents a ration, would be only a dollar a day; and 
ought to be allowed rations for that purpose. at the increased price of thirty cents would bea 
|| Mr. CLAY. 1 should be glad to know what |; dollar and a half aday. Colonels of the Army 
the rations of Gencral Scottare. Iam told that he || get six rationsa day; majors and lieutenant colo- 
will be entitled, without this amendmentt, to fonty nels five, and captains four. 
‘| rations. If you gave him double rations, he will Mr. PUGH. And an additional ration for 
have eighty. Ido notsuppose he will ever enter- || servants. 
tain half that number of men at one time. Mr. IVERSON. Those are not double. 
Mr. RUSK. Ido not know what the rations Mr. PUGH. Is not the servant’s rations dou- 
_ of General Scott are. They are not increased at || bled? If the officer has a brevet rank, he gets 
| all by this bill, except the commutation price of || double rations for the brevet rank. 
| them, which is increased fifty per cent. Mr. IVERSON. I think not. 
|| Mr. IVERSON. I voted against these amend- Mr. PUGH. General Scott claims them for 
ments in the Committee on Military Affairs, of || his brevet rank. 
|| which I ama member, and I am opposed to their | Mr. IVERSON. That is a vexed question. 
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adoption by the Senate. I think they ought not || General Scott claims to be entitled to them; but 
to be adopted; first, for the reason presented by 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropueap, 
as well as the Senator from Texas, [Mr. caer 
_ that the adoption of any amendment to this bill || proper construction. 
will undoubtedly endanger its final passage in | hat would be the amount of double rations 
the House of Representatives. Itis true, atrivial || at one hundred and eight military posts? It would 
Or unimportant amendment might possibly not '| not exceed thirty-five or forty thousand dollars— 
| be a clog to its passage through the other House; || a mere bagatelle—and this reform is to be begun 
but such an amendment as is now proposed by || on this bill so important to the public service! I 
the Committee on Military Affairs to abolish the || think it is a dangerous proceeding, and ought not 
system of double rations, as it is called, will un- || to be adopted by the Senate. The whole expense 
doubtedly engender a great deal of opposition to || to the Government of double rations is not more 
the passage of the measure in the House of Rep- | than thirty-five or forty thousand dollars a year. 
resentatives, and will, in all probability, defeat || Thatis drawn by officers of the Army—gentlemen 
it—at any rate, endanger it. think, therefore, || who are put in command of these posts, old worn- 
if it is necessary and proper, as I trust and be- || out veterans in the service, who are certainly enti- 
lieve itis admitted on all hands, to increase the | tled to the encouragement and bounty of the Gov- 
pay of Army officers, we ought notto put on the || ernment. These posts generally are put in com- 
ill any amendment which will endanger it in the || mand of senior officers—men who are old and have 
other branch of Congress. | Seen a great deal of service, who have fought the 
The amendment increasing the pay of the ord- || battles of the country, and are perhaps scarred 
nance corps is just and proper in uself, and it || over with wounds received in service. Is it not 
ought to be adopted, if it could be done without | proper that such men should receive, to some 
risk to this bill, which has other features of much | extent, the bounty and encouragement of the 
more importance than that. That, however, as | country? 
has been suggested by gentlemen, can be put on || Besides, the men who are in command of mil- 
the Army appropriation bill, or it ean be put on | itary posts and garrisons are bound to entertain 
the general omnibus appropriation bill, It may | strangers and other officers who come to the gar- 
be put on the bill increasing the compensation of | rison. Their houses are houses of hospitality 
General Scott, now pending in ep Ped , coming | for all who come. The double rations are given 
from the House of Representatives here are || for that express purpose; and they are under 


the Secretary of War has decided that he is not 
entitled to them, as he is not in command of a 
military post. That is, in my judgment, the 


eee pean _ 





| 
| 
} 
| 


various propositions on which it may be put. It |) obligations, not only of honor, but of law, to, 


is just and proper that the ordnance corps should || entertain every person who comes to the gar- 
have the same pay as all other pa soldiers | rison. If an officer visits a garrison or military 
of the Army; but itis not of sufficient importance | port on business or pleasure, or by accident, he 
to endanger the passage of this bill by inserting it. | Knows where to go for hospitality; he hasa right 


The other amendment is of more consequence, || to go to the hentiuniets a the commandant for 
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the urpose of being entertained. Abolish these 
jouble rations, and that hospitality will be dis- 
couraged and cut off. Sir, I think it is the duty 
of Congress to encourage the hospitality of our 
oficers in the Army, and to add to the dignity 
which they thus give to their profession. It is 
ungenerous and improper to cut off the means 
which Congress has, fiom time immemorial al- 
most, placed in their hands, for the purpose of 
keeping up the dignity and hospitality of the 
oficers of the Army. It is wrong that it should 
be done. Itis a mere bagatelle at best, not ex- 
ceeding thirty-five or forty thousand dollars a 
year. 

‘The Senator from California, the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs, has stated 
what I presume is difficult of proof, that although 
this expense is only thirty-five or forty thousand 
dollars, it engenders an outlay of six or eight 
How? TheSenator 
has not explained, and I do not think he can ex- 
plain it. He has intimated that, for the purpose 
of allowing officers double rations, the military 
posts of the Government are increased. All/the 
garrisons, all the fortifications of the Government, 
are established by act of Congress. Can it be 
supposed that Congress is regulated and controlled 
by any influence of that sort; that Congress es- 
tablishes a military post or a fortification or an 
arsenal, with a view of enabling officers of the 
Army to have double rations and get additional 
pay? That is an attack on the patriotism and 
wisdom of Congress, which I think the Senator 
from California, on reflection, will withdraw. 

In relation to the military posts which are es- 
tablished not by act of Congress, there is not a 
military post in the United States of that kind 
which is notestablished by the Secretary of War. 
By law he has the controlling authority over the 
establishment of these military posts. No officer 
of the Army has a right to establish a military 
post without the assent of the Secretary of War. 
tis true that officers in command of departments, 
and sometimes on distant service, when the 
exigencies of the service require it, do establish 
military posts; but they are only temporary. 
He must report the facts and circumstances to 
the Secretary of War; and if the Secretary of 
War confirms or approves it, the post is estab- 
lished; if he disapproves, the post is abolished. 
The whole matter, then, is referable at last to the 
discretion and wisdom of the Secretary of War; 
and it would be too much, I think, to say that the 
Secretary of War increases these posts or keeps 
them up for the purpose of allowing these douceurs 
to the officers. I trust the Secretary of War of 
the United States would be governed by too much 
patriotism to be controlled by such an influence 
as that. I do not believe it. This deduction 
which the Senator from California has drawn, 
that the double rations increase the number of 
military posts, seems to me to be unfounded. I 
believe no man, when he comes to reflect how 
these posts are established and kept up and main- 
tained, will come to the conclusion that they are 
established for the purpose of keeping up the 
double-ration system. I do not believe it. I[ 
think it is an imputation on the wisdom as well 
as the patriotism of our Secretary of War, which 
bears no foundation in fact. 

I hope this amendment will not be adopted. I 
think it is proper that officers in command of 
posts, who are responsible for the repairs and 
re and condition of these posts—who 
save undoubtedly much erga cares and respons- 
ibilities to be encountered in consequence of their 
command, should be allowed these rations. Now, 
look at the facts. Five rations are about the 
usual average amount, as I have said, which, 
according to the present law, would give to a 
compuaneir of a post, a captain, major, or colonel, 
a dollar a day in addition to his original pay. 
This bill increases the pay of officers twenty 
dollars a month, and adds ten cents to the com- 
mutation value of the ration, so that an officer 
drawing five rations, not in command of a mili- 
tary post, would have his pay increased thirty- 
five dollars a month —twenty dollars for pay 
proper, and fifteen dollars for rations. But apply- 
ing it to commanders of posts, if you knock off 
the double ration, their pay will only be increased 
about thirty-eight or forty dollars per month, 
when the pay of subordinate officers will be in- 
creased thirty-five dollars per month. A lieuten- 
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| ant not in command of a post will have his pay || thatis the ground on which the original allowance 
|increased to the extent of thirty-five dollars a || was placed; but in my judgment it is better to 
| month, whereas a colonel in command of a post || abolish it, because it subjects us to an expense 
will have his pay increased not more than forty || six or seven hundred thousand dollars. 
dollars a month. How unequal that is! |. Mr. IVERSON. The Senator must certainly 
I think, Mr. President, taking every view of || be mistaken, as well as the distinguished source 
the case in which I am able to look at it, this || from which he derives his information. He pred- 
double-ration system is a just and proper one, || icates his assertion on the supposed fact that the 
}and ought not to be abolished. Certainly the || double rations are delivered to the officers at the 
abolition of it ought not to be attached to this bill || different posts in kind, and that transportation 
if it will endanger its passage, which all seem so || and cost of these rations amount to somuch. The 
anxious to bring about. \\ Senator knows, and so do the Quartermaster Gen- 

Mr. WELLER. Ihave, asa matter of course, || eral, and the Paymaster General, and all the other 
no personal feeling in regard to this subject. I || officers of the Army, that there is not one officer 
have felt it my duty, as chairman of the Com- || in a hundred of the Army who ever draws his 
mittee on Military Affairs, to present what Icon- || rations in kind. 
sider a very important reformation in the Army. || Mr. WELLER. Everybody knows that. 

All of us agree that it is very necessary and || Mr. IVERSON. Then how can they cost so 
proper to increase the pay of officers of the Army. |, much? The rations cost only thirty cents each at 
All of us have concluded that it is proper to in- || the increased commutation price now proposed. 
crease the value of the ration. That was fixed in || Mr. WELLER. I sayaslongas those officers 
1808 at twenty cents. This bill increases it fifty || are at military pusts they have to be supplied, 
per cent.,and makes the value of the ration thirty || and they are furnished, to come extent, with ra- 
cents. tions in kind. It isdifficult to get there. Often- 
| The Senator from Georgia has said that it is || times they have to aainneuuls® These posts are 
| hardly to be presumed that Congress, in the estab- || in remote places almost inaccessible, eodene cost 
lishment of military posts, would be governed by || of transporting supplies and troops there increases 
| the consideration of multiplying them in order to || the expenses of the Government between six and 
| give double rations. It is the first time I ever || seven hundred thousand dollars a year. That is 
| heard that Congress legislated on the subject; but || what I mean to say. 

I am under obligations to my colleague on the || Mr. IVERSON. The Senator falls back on the 
committee, the Senator from Georgia, for the in- || proposition that, for the purpose of giving double 
Pin : : : eae = various posts are ee ead oom 

Mir. 4 IN. Suppose that when a fort || therefore the expense is increased. eny that 
is erected by act of Congress, there is some one || proposition shell: As I said before, I do not 
ordinarily in command; and, if so, the command- Saltene there is a single post in the United States 
ant draws double rations asa rule. All fortifica- || established with a view to give officers double 
tions certainly are established, net by regulations || rations. I think they are all regulated and estab- 
of the Department of War, but by act of Con- || lished according to the exigencies and demands 
gress, and can only be done by act of Congress. || of the public service; and I do not believe that if 
To be sure, the military posts on the frontier are || you adopt this amendment, and this law goes into 
ee ee ; See will ache the ——_ of t a Army 

Mr. ZR. Fortifications where you have || a single sou. at is my honest conviction. 

a company of soldiers, constitute a very sauliger Mr, WELLER. There is an honest differente 
tion of the number of posts where officers are || of opinion, then, between my friend from Geor- 
now drawing double rations. Military posts are || gia, and one who ought to know all about it. I 
oftentimes established for temporary purposes. || take it for granted that my friend from Georgia 
There is, for instance, an infant settlement on the || has not been in the quartermaster’s or commis- 
frontier; you place a military post there to give || sary’s department, where alone he could obtain 
protection to the settlers until they are sufficiently || the information to decide the matter. But the 
strong to protect themselves. The officer placed || Senate have the opinion of the Senator from 
in command of that post remains there longer || Georgia; and if they regard that as of more value 
than the public interests demand, because of the || than the opinion of the head of the Department 
strong pecuniary inducement to remain. I desire || having charge of the subject, of course they will 
to avoid that. | 80 vote. 

I said when | was up before that the increased Mr. MALLORY. Allow me to ask my friend 
expense a — ration _ oa eT || from Sa a oe for ae It is, 
in the words of the Senator from Georgia; but I || whether officers of the Army do draw their ra- 
said that my information from the Department || tions in kind or not? . 
satisfied me that these double rations increased || Mr. WELLER. They do not. I desire that 
the expenses of the Government six or seven hun- || the Senate should know what is the eompensa- 
dred thousand dollars. It is because of the diffi- || tion that some of — officers are a — 
culty of approaching the extreme posts in order || the Government. ave a computation here o 
to epply them with subsistence that this expense || the pay — the — the ee ae 
is incurred. ou gave last year at one of the || forage. nave excluded transportation for their 
military posts five aelinns a bushel for corn, in || bean; I have excluded fueb and quarters — 
order to supply that post, and there were no set- || fuel and quarters not being a proper charge 
tlements whatever near it. 1 say the information || against the officer. He receives commutation to 
I have from that Department of the Government |! furnish fuel and quarters; but when in the field 
| which has charge of the ee and sup- he receives no commutation, because he is fur- 
| plies, satisfied my mind that I should diminish || nished with them. The transportation oftentimes 
the expenditures of the army of this Government || is a source of profit. An officer is sent from here 
| between six and seven hundred thousand dollars || to California to command a post. He is allowed 
by cutting off this little bagatelle, as my friend || to —_ with him a me ig ae is erm - 
from Georgia has called it. travel ten cents a mile for himself, and six cen 

We all saucedb that it : proper to increase the || — for ae servant. ee peer in going to 

ay of the Army. The Military Committee pro- || California, for instance, would draw $600 for him- 
Sate to take the bill as passed ty the House of |! self alone. The cost of transporting him there 
Rceanetdianieens as far as that is concerned, to || would be $300; so that the officer would make $300 
increase the pay of each officer twenty dollars per || oe to pens -remeg® This o = be 
month, making $240 per annum. e then in- || looked at in ascertainin e amount an officer 
crease the value of the ration fifty per cent; but || receives. But I have excluded that from my esti- 
| we propose to abolish the double ration. That || mate. I have, therefore, made this calculation, 
| only falls on those who have command of posts, || based, as [ said before, on the poy provers the 
| who, in the beautiful language of my friend, are || rations, commutation for servants, and the forage. 
} bound to entertain all distinguished visitors who || The adjutant general received for last year 
may come there. That may apply to your posts || $3,293 80; one of the inspectors general $2,887 20; 
|| on this side; it may possibly apply to Carlisle || the other, B70 30/867 905 the assistant quarter- 
| and Newport barracks, and some others; but out || masters general, $2, ; the commissary gen- 
| on the ainetiay I know that the expense falls as || eral of subsistence, $2,960 40; the surgeon gen- 
|| well on the subordinates as on the commanding || eral, $3,114 40; the paymaster general, $3,085 60; 
| officer. Ordinarily, instead of his entertaining a || the colonel of engineers, $2,672 42; the colonel of 
| stranger, the expense falls on the mess, and is | topographical engineers, $2,887 20; the colonel of 
| divided among them. I know that is the pretext, | ordnance the same; the colonel of the first regi- 
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ment of dragoons, $2,931 80; of the second dra- i the Senate prepared to abolish the double ration ? 
goons, $3,196 80; of mounted rifles, $4,970 80; | I have given to the Senate all the information I[ 
of first artillery, $2,683 20; of second artillery, || have as to the abuse growing out of it. If they 
$3,998 40; of third artillery, $2,779 80; of fourth || are not prepared for reform, they will take the 
artillery, $2,902 80; of first infantry, $2,683 20; | billas it came from the House of Representatives. 
of third infantry, $2,765; of fourth infantry, | I am sure I would do nothing to prevent an 
$2,834 60; of fifth infantry, $2,794; of sixth in- || increase of pay to the Army officers, for certainly 
fantry, $3,944; of seventh infantry, $2,918; of | they ought to receive more. We know in the 
cigteth infantry, $3,998; of ninth infantry, $2,782; || last few years there have been a large number of 
of tenth infantry, $2,820 80. | resignations in the Army on account of the small 
Now, mark you, this is the pay, rations, com- | salary and emoluments. In 1852 there were three 
mutation for servants, and forage, according to | resignations; in 1853, eleven; in 1854, thirty-six; 
the present value. I have a table which will show || in 1855 a much largernumber. Itis very certain 
the increase these officers will receive under this || that, unless we increase the pay of the officers of 
bill.. The increased pay and emoluments of a || the Army, many of the best men in the public 
general under this bill will be $850 per annum. || service will be, from necessity, compelled to retire. 
Mr. CASS. May I ask the Senator what he | I have offered this amendment thinking it neces- 
is reading from ? sary. If the Senate think otherwise, I shall be 
Mr. WELLER. I am reading from calcula- | perfectly satisfied to take the bill as it came from 
tions I have made from the documents laid on our | the House of Representatives. 
tables. _ Mr. HUNTER. 1am willing to vote fora bill 
Mr. CASS. As to the pay and emoluments || increasing the pay of the officers of the Army. I 
of officers generally ? | think some such bill is proper, perhaps necessary ; 
Mr. WELLER. Yes, sir. If the Senator will || but I am unwilling to vote for the increase of pay 
look at the communication made by the War De- || in the shape in which it is now proposed. One 
partment to the House of Representatives, he will || of the objections to the mode in which the officers 
find the information that I have collected to- || of the Army are paid is that it consists of so 
gether. wer different allowances that it is impossible to 
Mr. CASS. The Senator includes forage; but | tell be 
officers have to keep horses. ' cannot see what he gets, unless you go to the 
Mr. WELLER. The Senator must know, as || Army Register for the purpose of ascertaining. 
well as I do, that there are some singular things || This leads to great inequalities in the payments; 
connected with forage. Somehow or other an | and not only that, but it allows a large discretion 
officer aiways has his horses at the time he draws || in the head of the ee in the distribution 
his forage, but they oftentimes do not belong to || of the money which is assigned for payment 
him long afterwards. I can state, perhaps, an | amongst them. For instance, it is entirely dis- 
illustration myself. When I was in the Mexican || cretionary what shall be given to them for fuel 
war, I had a very good horse that cost me $200. || and quarters. I know that you cannot fix any 
I was allowed commutation for three horses, and || given sum as a necessary sum which should be 
I was required to have three horses, I turned in || given for fuel and quarters; but I believe we ought 
and bought a couple of Mexican mustangs for || to provide some means for restricting this discre- 
seven dollars a piece, and I kept them for the || tion. We ought to enable the country to know 
purpose of enabling me to canighy with the law, | what is the sum beyond which the officers cannot 
amd draw the forage. [(Laughter.] I think that || receive; in other words, we ought to fix a maxi- 
is a fairer case than many you can find now, if | mum in the bill which increases the pay. I am 
you were to inquire into the facts. willing to fix a liberal maximum. If the Senate 
Mr. CASS. I will simply remark to the hon- |, will amend the bill in such a manner as to declare 
orable Senator, that I was inquiring as to the || that no man shall receive by means of this bill, 
ve of the law, and not the administration || for pay and other allowances, with the excep- 
of it. If the law requires an officer to keep three || tion of transportation, more than a certain sum, 











horses, or gives him the forage for them, the pro- |, and that sum is a reasonable one, I shall be will- | 


vision of law may be good, but the administration 
may be bad, like other laws. 1 wish, therefore, || no necessity for the amendment of my friend from 
to inquire, whether all these things are charged || California. If it is not done, I shall vote for his 
as 30 much emolument to the officer—his quarters, || amendment, because there ought to be, | think, 
for instance ? | some limitation. Then leave it in the discretion 

Mr. WELLER. I exclude the fuel and quar- || of the Secretary of War to do as he has done 
ters and the transportation of baggage. | heretofore, allow double rations at posts, and give 

Mr. CASS. That is right. | commutation for fuel and quarters as he may 

Mr. WELLER. This table only embraces || think just and proper, but with a provision that 
the pay proper, the rations, and the commutation || this shall not carry the pay and emoluments of an 


for forage. The statement from which I read || officer beyond a certain sum. If you take up| 


shows the amount paid last year from the Treas- || Executive Document No. 24 of the House of 
ury to some officers in consequence of these par- || Representatives, you will find that there is great 
ticular items. The increased pay and increased | disparity in the payment of different officers; you 
value of the ration proposed by this bill, as I have || will find colonels receiving different sums, and 
said before, will give a major general $880 more | captains and officers of all grades receiving differ- 
than he now receives; his aid-de-camp $384 in. | entsums. It is owing to these allowances for 
crease, and his second aid $276; a brizadier gen- || rations, for commutation of forage, for fuel and 
eral will receive $632 increased pay; his aid $240; || quarters, &c. 
the adjutant general's pay will “ increased $456; } If we had time to legislate on this subject de 
the assistant adjutants general of the rank of colo- || novo, | would like to put the officers of the Army 
nel, $420; of the rank of major, $384; of the rank || on the same footing with those of the Navy; I 
of captain, $384; the judge advccate $384; the in- || would give them each a sum certain, with one 
spector general $456. The increased pay of lieu- || ration which they might take in kind — they 
tenants will be some $500. | often find it expedient to do so. I believe that 
Mr. RUSK. Four hundred and fifty dollars. || would be better; but inasmuch as we have not 
Mr. WELLER. Between $400 and $500. | time to do this, and the proposition is to increase 
That is proper and right, and nobody objects to |, the pay by means of the allowances heretofore 
it. Weare paying messengers of the Senate, I |) given, | think that, in order to satisfy the country 
believe, $1, a year; and certainly our second | and secure that they may not go to too great an 
lieutenants ought to rank with a messenger of || extent, we ought to impose on this bill a maxi- 
the Senate. This bill will increase the pay of the |, mum beyond which no man shall receive. 
second lieutenants to some $1,400, and will in-| Now, sir, 1 am willing to agree to this bill with 
crease the pay of the first lieutgnants to about | a proviso that a major general shall not receive 
$1,600. I have various calculations showing what | under it, exclusive of transportation, more than 
will be the amount the various officers will re- | $8,000; a brigadier general, $6,000; ofthe engineers 
ceive or have received, but I do not choose to | and ordnance, a colonel, $3,500, a lieutenant col- 
read them to the Senate. 
The only point presented to the Senate here is, || $2,000; of the pay department, a paymaster gen- 
whether the Senate is prepared to abolish the | eral, $3,500, deputy paymaster general, $3,000, 
double ration. We are increasing the value of || and paymaster, $2,500; of the medical depart- 
the ration fifty per cent.; we are increasing the |, ment, surgeon general, $3,500, a surgeon of the 





pay proper of all the officers $240 a year; and is | first class, $2,500, a surgeon of the second class, | 
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forehand what any officer receives. You |) 


ing to vote for it. If that be done, there will be | 


| onel, $3,000, a major, $2,500, and a captain, | 


=> 
1 42,000, a surgeon of ~ third class, $1,800, , 
| surgeon of the fourth class, $1,600, and a sur 
| of the fifth class, $1,400; of the engineers a d 
| ordnance, a first lieutenant, $1,600, and a second 
| lieutenant, $1,400; of dragoons, light artille 
| and rifles, a captain, $2,100, a first lieutenant 
|| $1,700, and a second lieutenant, $1,500; and of 
| the artillery and infantry, a colonel, $3,309 . 
|| lieutenant colonel, $2,800, u major, $2,300) , 
i captain, $1,900, and lieutenants, $1,400. I would 
be willing, if such a maximum as that were laced 
|| on the bill, to vote for it as it came from the pm 
| of Representatives. “It will be found, by references 
| to the document to which I have alluded, tha, 
| with few exceptions the maximum which I pro. 
| pose is ro than the average pay they now 
| receive. I believe that in many instances the }jj} 
' as it came from the House would not increase 
| the pay of the officers to a sum greater than this 
' hardly as much in some instances; yet there are 
| other instances in which it would carry it greatly 
_ beyond that. There are cases, even under the pres. 
tent law, where officers are receiving the sums here 
'| affixed to their names, where major generals are 
| receiving more than $8,000. 1 think we ought to 
|| fix a maximum, and that being done, I am will. 
‘| ing to vote for the bill. In regard to that, I am 
| willing to give and take; I am ready to exchange 
opinions with those around me; and if they can 
| suggest sums which would be a better and more 
| reasonable compensation, | shall consent to take 
them, instead of those I have proposed; but 1 hope 
|| the Senate will agree to attach such a provision to 
the bill as it came from the House of Represent. 
atives, and then I shall be willing to vote for it, 

Mr. BROWN. I hope we shall pass this bill 
| precisely as it came from the House of Repre- 

| Sentatives. It was introduced there after very 
|| patient and mature deliberation, and is meant to 
| promete the interest of a class of officers who 
| have been confessedly too long neglected —the 

junior officers of the Army. I have certainly not 

the authority of the Secretary of War, but almost 
as high aoceeriti. for saying that unless some 
relief be given to those officers who constitute now 
almost the very flower of the Army, they will be 
literally driven ito retirement to seek some other 
employment. 

The provisions of the bill are few, simple, and 
easily understood. The great end will be accom- 
| plished, and accomplished at once, and without 
risk, by passing the bill as it came from the House 
of Representatives. If you go to incumber it 
' with amendments, such as that proposed by the 
| Senator from Virginia, you not only get up a 
'\ long discussion here, but you necessarily send 

it back to the House of Representatives for an 

almost interminable discussion there, The result 

will be that the bill must inevitably be lost, and 

these young officers, living now almost at starva- 

tion’s door, will get no relief from the Govern- 
/ment; they will be driven to seek employment 

elsewhere; and instead of nourishing and rearing 
_ up young, gallant, well-educated men tothe Army, 

you will drive them out at that very time of their 
| life when they bid fairest to be useful. 

In reference to the proposition of the Senator 
from California about the double ration, I have 
no difficulty at all in opposing it. Double rations 
were given for wise and beneficial purposes, and 

| “oe to be adhered to. Take the commander 
| at Fortress Monroe — shall he have no higher 
|| rations than a man who is commanding in the 
| fieid? Ithink he ought to have. I think the man 
| who is there, and is expected and required by the 
|| courtesies of the profession to which he belongs, 
| to receive and entertain those who go to that post, 
| ought to have the means of doing it like a gentle- 
| man. [ would pay him in proportion to what he 
is expected to do, and what is required of him 
| by the courtesies of his official position. It is to 
|, enable him to dispense these hospitalities which 
| he is expected, and which, in point of fact, he is 
| required, by his official position, to dispense, that 
|| these rations are given; but they are not given by 
| this bill. The bill does not propose to do that; 
|| but the Senator proposes on this bill to change, 
as [ understand, an existing law. To that I am 


eon 


} 


opposed. I want to see the junior officers pro- 
! vided for, and in the plain, simple mode contain 

| in the bill. The best, the shortest, the most cer- 
| tain way of doing that is to pass the bill as it 
| came from the House of Representatives. I shall 
‘not vote to cross a ¢ or dot an é in this bill, 
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because, in a matter of so much importance as I | 
conceive this to be to the Army, and especially to 
the junior officers, I will run norisk. I would 
not even vote for an amendment that I thought 
was right in this connection. : 
Mr. PUGH. I wish to say a word or two in 
explanation of or vote. 
Mr. WELLER. Allow me to modify the 
amendment b inserting the words ** unless spe- 
cially ordered by the President of the United 
States;’’ so that double rations cannot be allowed 
in any case unless specially ordered by the Pres- 
ident, who is commander-in-chief of the Army. 
Mr.PUGH. With thatalteration, I shall have 
no hesitation in voting for the amendment of the 
Committee on Military Affairs; otherwise I should 
yote against it, believing the system of double 
rations to be a very good system for making dis- 
tinctions in the pay of officers of the Army. I 


am willing to increase the pay of captains and || 


lieutenants of the Army; I think it ought to be 
increased. I am willing to include the majors, and 
| shall make no great opposition to increasing the 
pay of lieutenant-colonels and colonels; but I pro- 
test against an increase of pay to brigadier gen- 
erals and major generals. It is now far above the 
pay given to officers on the civil list. You are 
giving to a major general far more pay than you 

ive to the judges of the Supreme Court of the 
Tnited States. You are giving to a major gen- 
eral more pay than you give to any officer except 
the President of the United States—more than 
you give to the Cabinet officers—more than you 
give to the Vice President. 

If the proposition were Made to give these sal- 
aries in figures, it could not command the assent 
of Congress. Itis by these complications of ra- 
tions and forage and other allowances, which are 
not familiar to those who have not directed their 
attention to them, that it does command their 
assent. 
increase gives a brigadier general more pay than 
a judge of the Supreme Court—that it gives the 


major general more pay, I believe, than a Cabinet | 


oficer, and puts the lieutenant general of the 
Army above every other officer except tlie Presi- 


dent; and gives him half the pay of the President || 


of the United States, I[ think. 


These are valuable offices; and whilst this is | 


done, the weight of service in the Army, the hard 
work, is done by captains and lieutenants who 


do not have salaries equal to the employés of the || 


Senate. The effect of increasing the pay of the 
officers of the highest grade is to give them com- 
fortable cushions on which they can repose their 
heads, and devolve the performance of their duties 
on the captains and other subordinate officers. If 


generals and brigadier generals, I shall vote for 
it with great satisfaction; but without some such 
amendment [ cannot. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Ihave no experience 
in the practices and usages of the Army in respect 
to the commutation of rations, or the number of 


rations. The system of rations has been, I believe, || 


since we have had an army, and since the Eng- 
lish had an army,a part of the compensation. I 


suppose, from the antiquity of this mode of com- | 
pensation, that some advantage to the public ser- | 


vice has been found init. [feel a little unwilling 
to depart from #t simply because it has been long 
regarded as useful, if not essential, in the con- 
duct and government of armies. I 
ought to hesitate a little before, upon any mere 
speculation of our own, (most of us being, like 
myself, without any experimental knowledge on 
the subject,) we depart from the usages of our 
fathers, and our fathers’ fathers, on this subject. 


1, therefore, do not feel myself called upon to | 


interfere with the present arrangement existing 


upon that subject in relation to the Army of the | 


United States. 


There is a reason for allowing some increase | 


of rations to an officer intrusted with the command 
of & mi.tary station or post. 


brother officers, or others casually visiting his 
post. That is one reason, and a good reason, if 
there were no other. It keeps up a spirit of cor- 
diality among the officers of your Army, and 
attaches them together, unites them, binds them 
together by the hospitalities and courtesies of 
civilized life. Is not that something to the ser- 
vice? Lt¢is not merely a gratification to the parties 


I therefore tell the Senate again, that this | 
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‘this bill ean be amended to exclude the major | 


think we | 


It is not merely to || 
euable him the better to extend hospitality to 








to render and to receive hospitality; it is useful 
| to the public service; it diffuses through the 
| Army a spirit of cordiality and of union, and that 
| is essential to the public service. But, besides 
that, the officer intrusted with the command of a 
post has a_particular charge, a particular duty, 
requiring more than ordinary care, and ordinary 
vigilance, and imposing more than ordinary re- 
sponsibility upon him. This increase of rations 
might have had regard to both these considera- 
tions. This is my speculation upon the subject. 
As I said, I know nothing by experience about 
it. I only know that it appears to me there may 
be reasons, and good reasons for it. It is a good 
reason with me for adhering to it, that it has been 
the usage of my country from the time it had an 
army down to this day. 

Gentlemen object to the abuse which may be 
made of it, and the inequality created among offi- 
cers by giving one or another, by selection and 
choice, the commhind of a post, and, therefore, 
this advgntage. I suppose that those who gave 
the additional ration did not suppose it was an 
| advantage to an officer. They gave it to him as 
| a liberal sort of equivalent for the hospitalities 
he had to render in entertaining brother officers 
one there on other duties, or passing by on 
other duties. They could not tell to what extent 
might be the cost of this hospitality. They 
simply doubled his rations. They gave him four 





to defray all these hospitalities. If two friends 
| dined with him, it certainly consumed the whole; 
| if one dined with him, it would probably consume 
| the whole, particularly if he was an officer of dis- 
tinction, and to whom something of extraordinary 
hospitality was expected. 

Shall we not be a little rash if we undertake to 
disturb this allowance, simply because here, on 
momentary consideration, and without any par- 
_ ticular experience on the subject, we undertake 
| to interpose our opinions against long established 


|} and without ~ experience on the subject? I 
\| think so, sir. am not willing to do it. 
1 Now as to the ecust. 


] 

1] “ail : : 

|| usage, when our opinions are hastily made up, 
| 

| 

| 

' 


Il confess myself perfectly 
amazed at the manner in which the gentleman 
|| from California accumulates, by consequences and 
by inferences, the expense that will be devolved 
on the Government by the allowance of double 
|| rations to officers commanding posts. Te says 
it will be $700,000. Sir, this 1s simply impossi- 
ble. 
|| Mr. WELLER. I have gone into no ealeula- 
tions on the subject. I did not give my own 
|| opinion. I gave the opinion of those who were 
|| familiar with that department of the Government 
] where these expenses are incurred, that it did in- 
|| crease the expenses of the War Department be- 
| tween $600,000 and $700,000 a year. I have not 
| had time, from the multiplicity of my engage- 
ments, to go into any calculations sufficient to 
| enable me to understand it thoroughly. 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I understand the hon- 
orable gentleman. 
i Mr. CASS. Will the Senator from Kentucky 
‘| permit me to ask one question of the Senator 
from California ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Certainly. 
|| Mr. CASS. Does the honorable Senator from 
|| California know the number of officers who re- 
ceive double rations? 

Mr. WELLER. They amount to alittle over 
| one hundred. In connection with that I will state 
to the Senator from Michigan the number of offi- 
cers in command of these posts. There are three 
generals, who are drawing double rations; and 
fifteen colonels are drawing double rations as com- 
mandants of posts. There are fifteen lieutenant 
|| colonels, thirty majors, twenty-two captains, and 
five first lieutenants, who, in the command of 
|| posts, are entitled to double rations. They, of 
course, will be affected by this abolition of the 
|| double rations. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I may be mistaken, 
but I think the honorable gentleman is mistaken 
in his calculation of the expense. An inquiry 
was made as to what rations General Scott would 
|| be entitled to under this bill. I say not one ra- 
|| tion. Who ever heard of the commander of an 
|| army being in eommand of a post, or drawing 
|| pay as such? 
|| Mr. WELLER. Does the Senator desire to 
| know what the rations of the lieutevant general 


BE. 





rations, if a captain, each at twenty cents a day, | 
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| amount to under this bill? He is now entitled to 
$2,928 for rations. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
question. 

Mr. WELLER. If you increase the value 
| of the ration to thirty cents, he will then have 
$4,392. The increase is $1,464 in the rations. 

Mr. CASS. Allow me to ask, is that allowing 
eighty rations to the lieutenant general ? 
Mr. WELLER. That is allowing him forty 
| single rations. 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have heard it stated 
| here that General Scott’s rations were forty or 
eighty, according to different computations. 1 
| know nothing about that question; but why is 
| General Scott’s compensation introduced here as 
| a guide on the subject, when the bill has nothing 
to do with it, except, as the gentleman says, it 
increases the price of the ration from twenty to 
thirty cents? Talk of a commander-in-chigf or a 
| major general or a brigadier general, command- 
ing a department, being considered as the com- 
mandant of a post also, and having an accumu- 
| lated pay on that account! There is no such 
_ thing known to the service; but what if there 
_ were? These gentlemen all agree that some in- 
| crease of pay is necessary; and they would vote 
| for it in one form or another form, and in any 
| form almost but this. One is for one change of 
| form; another for another; some for one thing, 
and some for another; and while all agree that 


I did not ask any such 


| there ought to be an increase of pays the result 


of this contrariety and confusion o 
| that they get no increase of pay. 
| ‘The necessity of increased pay has been ac- 
| knowledged for years; and yet hope to these 
| needy men has been deferred from time to time, 
| and from year to year, until their hearts are sick; 
/and now we are again to defer the subject, and 

decline passing a bill which the House of Repre- 

sentatives has sent us, because we see some other 
| subject connected with it that requires amend- 
ment and alteration. If we attempt to legislate 
| in this way, we shall pass no bill now, or at any 
other time. The acknowledged evil will exist 
while we stand harping and hesitating as to the 
| different modes of granting relief, the justice of 
which all would admit, and would extend in 
another way without much difference as to the 
extent. 

I am for taking this bill as it came to us, and 
voting against all amendments. I see no harm 
in the double ration; nor can I by any stretch of 
|| my imagination make these rations increase the 
cost of the Army to us more than $65,000 instead 
of $700,000; coro man can do it by a fair state- 
mentof the case. I have supposed that you have 
one hundred and fifty posts—you have not as 
many by nearly fifty. I have supposed the aver- 
age rank of officers commanding posts was that 
of captain, and that is fixingahigh average. The 
captains increased rations would be four per day; 
and for a year it would amount to $438—that is 
all. Give the $438 to one hundred and fifty cap- 
tains, and suppose each in command of a post, 
and that only amounts to $65,000. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Kentucky 
does not take into consideration another item. 
That officer is entitled to one ration for every five 
years of service; but that ration is not doubled 
_ when he is in command ofa post. It is only the 
_ four rations that are doubled. Take a colonel in 

the infantry for instance, who is entitled to six 
rations, He commandsa post, and draws twelve 
rations. If he has been forty years in the ser- 
vice, he draws eight rations for that, so that he 
will be receiving from the Treasury six dollars a 
| day for rations. 
| Mr.CRITTENDEN. | am giving the Senate 
| my argument. I have supposed one hundred and 


opinion is, 





| fifty posts, which is nearly fifty more than there 
‘are. I have supposed the commanding officers 
of the posts to be of the rank of captain, which 
is eons than the rank of officers commanding 
/one half your posts. [ have made an average 
of all, and taking that average at four increased 
rations to every officer commanding a post, the 
whole increased cost is $65,000. 
Now, sir, by what mode of arithmetic can we 
| talk about six or seven hundred thousand dollars 
as the cost?) There is no basis for it. Itis all 
imagination; it is all consequential; and these 
|| consequences proceed to an extent far beyond my 
|| View or my comprehension. The source from 
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which the gentleman derives his information must 
be mistaken, or there is no truth in arithmetic. 
The fancied cases of generals commanding posts 
do not exist. Generals command departments, 
not posts. Their allowances are regulated in 
rations and forage and everything else by spe- 
cial rules applicable to the command of a depart- 
ment. What they are, I do not know. This 
bill does not affect them otherwise than they are 
indirectly affected by an increase of the commu- 
tation price of the ration—that is all. 

The longevity ration does not much apply to 
most of the commanders of our posts; but do 
gentlemen object to the longevity ration, as it is 
called? Do they not think that an officer who 
has stood by his colors through his lifetime, as 
age advances upon him,as his rank is increased, 
is entitled to something? Is an additional loaf 
of bread to enter into the grave calculations of a 
statggmanastohispay? I wouldthatGod might 
save theen to live to double the ordinary age of 
man, for the patriotism and valor they have dis- 
played in the service of the country. 

Mr. WELLER. [think I have arizhttocom- 
plain that the Senator from Kentucky is placing 
me in @ false pesition before the Senate. I have 
said nothing against the longevity or service ra- 
tion. That is ahighly honorable ration. So far 
from taking it from officers entitled to it, 1 would | 
extend it to gen€ral officers also; they are now 
excluded from the longevity ration. The Sen- 
ator from Kentucky seems to assume that I have 
warred on the longevity ration, but I say that is 
doing injustice to me. I am a friend of that 
ration, and would extend rather than diminish 
it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to do the gen- 
tleman and hisargument no unfairness; but against 
the allowance which this bill, as it came from the 
House of Representatives, makes to an officer, he 
derives an argument from the longevity ration. 
Certainly I am correct in that, and that is all I 
intended. 

Mr. WELLER. That statement was simply 
made for the purpose of showing how much the 
officer was receiving—with no other view. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I know that; but from 
that, however, is derived an argument against 
the allowance of double rations to the officer com- 
manding a post. Is not that so? I do not wish 
to misunderstand the gentleman—far from it. I 
know the liberality of his character and disposi- 
tion, which I frankly acknowledge. He has been 
furnished with the facts from the Departments or 
other sources on which he relies. | am endeavor- 

‘ing to meet them, and show the fallacy and weak- 
ness of the arguments predicated upon them. If, 
by chance, there should be an increase through tke 
means of longevity rations, that ought not to be 
the foundation of an argument against the allow- 
ance of double rations. The additional loaf which 
is acquired by five years’ service in the Armv is 
a small] compensation for constancy and fidelity, 
and ought not in any way or to any purpose to 
be used as an argument against the officer who 
receives it. That results from his age and length 
of service, and is founded on a distinct consider- 
ation altogether. If you are to make some other 
regulation by which you refuse him double rations 
because he has acquired by length of service two 
or three longevity rations, you in fact take away 
those rations. In the case of a captain who has 
served fifteen years, and is entitled to three lon- 
gevity rations, you take away from him four 
rations, because he has three longevity rations. 
Is not that making an argument against them? 

Mr. President, this little Army of ours, much 
as it may seem to cost us, is the most glorious little 
Army that any oountry ever had on earth. Ithas 
filled the world with your name; it has astonished 
the world by its skill and gallantry; and such a 
war as that with Mexico, where such few men 
wrought out such wonders, and made such con- 

uests, isa pride and triumph to you throughout 

e history of our country. I think they are 
entitled to a liberal consideration at your hands. 
We are not peeing legislate merely out of 
motives of liberality, but we are to see that they 
are competently and well paid. 

Some gentlemen are against extending the in- 
crease of rations or double rations to officers of 
high rank commanding posts, or increasing the | 





compensation of officers as high as the rank of 


colonel. Why? These ranks are geverally 
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| pay; and is it not right—is it not a sound princi- | 
| ple of policy, that the soldier should be urged on 
the hope of advancement in his profession, | 
| with all the increases of pay and comforts which 
attend it? Is it not sourd policy to make it so? 
Certainly it is. We find that an old officer who | 
has served through two or three wars has got | 
more than we think is necessary to enable him to 
live comfortably, ought we therefore to stint him 
down? Is he a sort of man that is to live and to 
live only? Is he to have no hope for past or 
future services to be able to lay up some little 
| modicum for a wife or a child who is to survive 
him? I do not see the injustice of this allowance 
at all. ; 
lam unwilling to attempt the innovation which 
is proposed by the withdrawal of this system of 
rations. Officers are in such various conditions 
in the course of their service, that we cannot do 
justice by giving to each precisely the same sum. 
Let it stand, then, as it has come down to us. 
We are much abler now to pay it than we were 
'when it was originally established; and surely 
| none can be more deserving than those to whom | 
| that payment is to be made. I want to give it to 
| them. | want it for the vounger portion, to enable 
them to live like officers. I want it for the older, | 
| to give them something to brighten their own || 
| firesides when the necessities of the service enable || 
_them to go there. [do not desire to keep them 
| poor and dependent in order to insure their ser- 
vice. IT wanta nobler motive of service to animate | 
| them—a confidence in their country—a confidence |! 
| that it will do them justice, and compensate them | 
| adequately, and in proportion to their service, and 
| in proportion to their advance in the service. 
‘These are my notions of the proper policy that | 
ought to be taken into the consideration of the | 
arrangements and all the provisions made for our | 
Army. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | should not say | 
a word on this subject, Mr. President, but for the | 
fact that | am a member of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and find myself opposed both |! 
to the report of the committee and the bill of the || 
House of Representatives. | am opposed to the || 
bill as it came from the House of Representatives; | 
'and while I would prefer, and shall vote for, the | 
| amendment offered by the chairman of the Com- || 
| mittee on Military Affairs, he will remember that || 
| | voted against both in the committee. iH 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky speaks | 
eloquently and feelingly about the obligations we || 
| owe to the little Army of the United States. I | 
_ feel those obligations as are. as the honorable 
Senator can feel them, and I think I appreciate 
the Army as much as he appreciates it. But, sir, | 
| Ido not feel that I am wanting in patriotism if I 
endeavor, according to my construction of what is 
| best for that Army and for the country, to change | 
the character and the mode of payment. 
| The honorable Senator seems to think that | 
because of its age and antiquity we ought not to | 
disturb this system of compensation. If that be | 
/a good argument, legislation is almost at an end. || 
| Why did we change the mode of payment here || 
for ourselves? That was very old; yet we thought | 
_ it best to change it; and we are constantly making || 
changes. Why did we change the pay of the || 
officers of the Government in the Departments | 
here? We have changed that; we have changed |) 
the pay of all the clerkships. There is scarcely || 
an officer under the Government whose pay has || 
not been changed within the last six or eight || 
years. Why should the Army be exempted from 1 
this progress, or this advancement, if you please, | 
or this enlightenment, as it may be? I desire not | 
| 
| 


| 
| 











| 


to be misunderstood. I am willing to pay the | 
officers of the Army liberally, generously, yea, | 
more so than any other branch of the Govern- | 
ment, with the exception of the Navy. I am | 
willing to pay them more liberally than either the | 
legislative, executive, or jedicial deuastnians of || 
the Government, because I think they are indis- | 
pensably necessary to the peace, to the safety, | 


, and to the honor of the country, and they sacri- | 
| fice more social comfort, and more hazards are | 


incurred by them than by any other officers of | 

the Government. | 
But, Mr. President, in the five or six years that 

I have been connected with the military depart-_ 

ment here, as one of the humblest members of | 

the Committee on Military Affairs, | have given | 


obtained after long and arduous service upon small 
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to it some attention; and my experience of five or 
six years is, that there is no branch of the Service 
that requires legislation so much as the Arm 
If you will take up the records and examine them, 
the most glaring cases of injustice and inequality 
will be found on every page. Gentlemen bearing 
the same grade, gentlemen entitled to the deine 
honors, gentlemen entitled to the same Pay proper 
vary from $2,600 to $3,900; and yet we are told 
by the honorable Senator from Georgia, [My 
Iverson,] that it is monstrous to declare that 
the idea of favoritism ean exist in the Arm 
Mr. President, favoritism exists everywhere au 
it exists in the Army as much as it exists in the 
Legislature or in the Navy; and no man can take 
up the Register and account for the inequalities jn 
the pay unless it is on the assumption that there 
is favoritism. Tell me why Harney, who was 
actually commanding an army, and braving the 
Indians in the West, received $3,200, and a gep. 
tleman of the same grade down here at your little 
hospital, received $3,900? How is it? It grows 
out of the extra allowances in the Army for fue] 
and quarters and rations and transportation. 

A man is sent off on an expedition; he js 
ordered to Washington from New York; and 
under the law he receives ten cents a mile, which 
is upwards of twenty dollars, and he actual] 
pays seven dollars and a half. So itis with your 
rations. I want the Senator from Kentucky or 
any Senator to fix the highest amount of pay he 
chooses to name. Iam willing to go, | believe, 
as faras he who is ready to go furthest; but] 
insist that the pay shall be made equal and uni- 
form according to gr@de. 

If a colonel is entitled to $3,000, and you give 
him a service to perform, involving no higher 
responsibility, why shall you give to another 
who is ready to perform the same service, and 
perhaps is performing a greater service, $2,600? 

The allowance of rations is said to be a prin- 
ciple of hospitality. What difference does it make 
whether you give the officer the money or the ra- 
tions? They never receive their rations in kind, 
They take the money, and buy what they want. 
Why not, then, let us agree to fix a specific sal- 
ary for every man in the Army, just as you fix 
it for other officers? Why not say a major gen- 
eral shall have six, eight, or ten heahanl dollars 
if you please, and that that shall be in full for all 
his pay ? Then let him buy his rations—you have 
given him the money to doit. Let him buy his 
fuel—you have given him the money to do that. | 
venture to say that there is not aSenator here who 
has not made it his business to go and investigate 
the subject, who can tell the pay of a single officer 
of the Army. You cannot tell unless you go to 
the records, and you have to go to two or three 
Departments to find out what particular head his 
pay comes under, and, after a long struggle, you 
may possibly, with some certainty, arrive at the 
amount of pay the officer receives. 

[ shall vote for the amendment of the honor- 
able chairman of the Military Committee, be- 
cause I think it is an improvement on the bill; 
but at the proper time [ shall offer a substitute 
for the whole bill, fixing the salary of every offi- 
cer in the Army, beginning with your lieutenant 
—— and your major generals, and going on 

own to the end of the list; and if it be not large 
enough for the patriotism of Senators, I say to 
them, enlarge it. [I begin with $12,500 to Lieu- 
tenant General Scott. I give to the major gen- 
erals, $8,000; and I go on down to the lieuten- 
ants, increasing them all, but fixing a salary, and 
saying that is the amount they are to receive, 
and no more. Then we shall know what we are 
paying them, and what they are getting; and you 
will cut off all possible chance of favoritism in 
st men to little posts on double rations, 
and sending men off on quixotic expeditions, 
with transportation here and there and every- 
where. I would fix the salary, and give them no 
more transportation than the actual expense of 
traveling, and that only when the traveling was 
done under orders. 

It seems to me that no man can attack the jus- 
tice of this preposition. I will go, I repeat, as 





far as you want to go—as far as reason will carry 
me; but I want to know what every officer does 
get; I want every man that stands under our flag, 
and fights under it, to fare equally and jus tt 
according to his rank. At the proper time I sh 
offer this proposition in lieu of the whole bill. 
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